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Alignment 
STANDARD: 04.OA.01.01

KEY: B

447833 Key B

1. Each of these models represents a product.

(4 x 6) (2 x 6)

Which statement is true about the product of 4 × 6?

A It is half of the product of 2 × 6.

B It is double the product of 2 × 6.

C It is equal to the product of 2 × 6.

D It is 2 less than the product of 2 × 6.

Directions
Read each question and choose the best answer.
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447746 Key C

2. You may use these pictures to help answer the question.

A coach brought 6 pizzas to a team party. The team ate 2
3

 of all the pizza.

How many pizzas did the team eat in all?

A 2 pizzas

B 3 pizzas

C 4 pizzas

D 5 pizzas

Alignment 
STANDARD: 04.NF.02.04.c

KEY: C
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3. What is the main problem that must be solved to learn whether Jeremiah will reach his goal?

A What is the number of lawns Jeremiah mowed?

B What is the amount of money Jeremiah earned?

C What is the price Jeremiah charges to mow a lawn?

D What is the number of weeks Jeremiah mowed lawns?

Alignment 
STANDARD: 04.OA.01.03

KEY: B

468918 Shared Stimulus

Use the problem below to answer questions 3 and 4. 

Look at this problem. 

Jeremiah plans to mow lawns during the summer to earn money. His goal is to earn a total 
of $700.

• He earns $25 for each lawn he mows.
• He plans to mow 3 lawns every week.
• He plans to mow lawns for a total of 9 weeks.

Will Jeremiah reach his goal?
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4. Jeremiah did this work to find out if he will reach his goal.

25 × 3 = 75

75 × 9 = 765

Which statement is true?

A Jeremiah will reach his goal, because 25 × 3 = 75.

B Jeremiah will reach his goal, because 25 × 3 × 9 = 765.

C Jeremiah will not reach his goal, because 75 × 9 < 700. 

D Jeremiah will not reach his goal, because he should have added 25 + 3.

Alignment 
STANDARD: 04.OA.01.03

KEY: C
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5. There are 4 boys and 8 girls in Francine’s art class.
Write two different fractions that show the part of Francine’s class that is boys. Use words 
or numbers to explain your answer.

Alignment 
STANDARD: 04.NF.01.01

KEY: N/A

Concepts and Procedures Scoring Rubric

Score Description

2 The student earns 2 points.

1 The student earns 1 point.

0 Response is incorrect or contains some correct work that is irrelevant to the skill or concept being measured.

Blank No response

Training Notes

2 points   for two equivalent fractions that correctly represent the given situation, 

4
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1
3

4
8

1
2

4
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1
3

4
8

1
2

, 

4
12

1
3

4
8

1
2

4
12

1
3

4
8

1
2

, with sufficient explanation to show 

understanding of finding equivalent fractions
OR
1 point    for sufficient explanation to show understanding of finding equivalent fractions; fractions may be incorrect or 

missing 

   or  

    for two equivalent fractions that do not correctly represent the given situation but show some relationship to the 

situation (e.g., 

4
12

1
3

4
8

1
2

4
12

1
3

4
8

1
2
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4
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1
3

4
8
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2

4
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1
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4
8

1
2

); explanation may be incomplete or missing
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Mathematical Practices Scoring Rubric

Score Description

1 The student earns 1 point.

0 Response is incorrect or contains some correct work that is irrelevant to the skill or concept being measured.

Blank No response

Training Notes
1 point   for constructing an argument (sufficient explanation for why the two fractions are equivalent)

Exemplary Response
4
12

1
3

4
8

1
2

4
12

1
3

4
8

1
2

, 4
12

1
3

4
8

1
2

4
12

1
3

4
8

1
2

; There are 12 children in the class, 4 of them are boys so that’s how I got my first fraction 4
12

1
3

4
8

1
2

4
12

1
3

4
8

1
2

. To find my second fraction, I 

thought of an array with 3 rows, 4 children in each row. That makes 1 row a row of boys so 1 out of 3 rows is 4
12

1
3

4
8

1
2

4
12

1
3

4
8

1
2

.
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Score Point 2

 A fraction that shows the part of boys there are in Francine’s class is 
4
12. I got my answer by 

adding 4 + 8 wich equals 12. Another fraction is 
1
3 . I got my answer by dividin 

4
12 

4
4  wich  

equals 
1
3 .

4
12 ÷ 

4
4  = 

1
3

ANNOTATIONS
CPS: 2 points/2 score

The student has two correct fractions with sufficient explanation.
MPS: 1 point

447695 Booklet: 1405000068

Score Point 1

Two fractions of boys are:
2
4    

4
12

We are working with the boys on this problem. 

Francine’s Class  
4 = boys and 8 = girls

I divided 4 by 2 and 12 by 2 and got 24 .

ANNOTATIONS
CPS: 1 point/1 score

The student has one correct fraction and an appropriate method of finding an equivalent fraction. However, the second 
fraction is incorrect due to a computation error.

MPS: 1 point
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Score Point 0

8
12 because, there are 4 girls and 8 boys so if you add them together it makes 12 so then the 
nemarator would be 8 beaause it represents the boys and 12 as the denominator because it 
represents boy and girls.

ANNOTATIONS
CPS: 0 points/0 score

The student writes a fraction for the girls, not the boys. There is no attempt to find an equivalent fraction.
MPS: 0 points
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6. Alicia and two of her friends used a total of 
9
12  of a spool of ribbon for an art project.

Which set of fractions shows the amount of the spool of ribbon each girl could have used?

A 1
12

1, ,
12

1
12

B 2
12

3, ,
12

4
12

C 2
4
, 3
4
, 4
4

D 3
4
, 3
4
, 3
4

Alignment 
STANDARD: 04.NF.02.03.b

KEY: B

Directions
Read each question and choose the best answer.
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7. Koko was setting the time on her clock. The hour hand was pointing to 12 o’clock. She 
turned the hour hand clockwise one-quarter of the way around the clock to 3 o’clock, as 
shown on this clock.

12 1
2

3

4
567

8

9

10
11

How many degrees did Koko turn the hour hand?

A 3°

B 15°

C 60°

D 90°

Alignment 
STANDARD: 04.MD.03.05

KEY: D
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8. A mirror has four sides of equal length. The opposite sides of the mirror are parallel, but 
the mirror has no right angles.
What shape is the mirror?

A a hexagon

B a rectangle

C a rhombus

D a square

Alignment 
STANDARD: 04.G.01.02

KEY: C
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9. A closet floor is in the shape of a rectangle. It has an area of 64 square feet.

a. What could be the length and the width, in feet, of the closet floor? Use words or 
numbers to explain your answer.

b. Use the measurements you wrote for part (a) to find the perimeter, in feet, of the closet 
floor. Use words or numbers to explain your answer.

c. What could be a length and a width, in feet, of the closet floor that are different from the 
measurements you wrote for part (a)? Use words or numbers to explain your answer.

Concepts and Procedures Scoring Rubric

Score Description

4 The student earns 6 points.

3  The student earns 4 or 5 points.

2 The student earns 2 or 3 points.

1 The student earns 1 point.

0 Response is incorrect or contains some correct work that is irrelevant to the skill or concept being measured.

Blank No response

Alignment 
STANDARD: 04.MD.01.03

KEY: N/A
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Training Notes
Part a 2 points   for correct answer, length = 8 (feet), width = 8 (feet) or any factor pair for 64, with sufficient work or 

explanation to show understanding of applying the area formula for rectangles to solve problems
  OR
  1 point  for correct answer with insufficient or no work or explanation
     or
      for appropriate strategy that shows understanding of applying the area formula for rectangles with incorrect 

or no answer
Part b 2 points   for correct answer, 32 (feet) or perimeter that matches measurements given in part (a), with sufficient 

work or explanation to show understanding of applying the perimeter formula for rectangles to solve 
problems

  OR
  1 point  for correct answer with insufficient or no work or explanation
     or
      for appropriate strategy that shows understanding of applying the perimeter formula for rectangles with 

incorrect or no answer
Part c 2 points   for correct answer, length = 16 (feet), width = 4 (feet) or any factor pair for 64 that is different from pair 

given in part (a), with sufficient work or explanation to show understanding of applying the area formula 
for rectangles to solve problems

  OR
  1 point  for correct answer with insufficient or no work or explanation
     or
      for appropriate strategy that shows understanding of applying the area formula for rectangles with incorrect 

or no answer

Mathematical Practices Scoring Rubric

Score Description

2 The student earns 2 points.

1 The student earns 1 point.

0 Response is incorrect or contains some correct work that is irrelevant to the skill or concept being measured.

Blank No response

Training Notes
1 point  for abstracting a given situation [correctly finds the perimeter of the closet in part (b)]
1 point   for using quantitative reasoning (correctly finds two different factor pairs for 64 to represent the length and width 

of the closet)

Exemplary Response
a.  Length = 8 (feet) Width = 8 (feet) (or any factor pair for 64); Since the area of the floor is 64 square feet, I have to find two 

numbers that equal 64 when you multiply them. 8 × 8 = 64
b. 32 (feet) [or perimeter that matches dimensions given in part (a)]; 8 + 8 + 8 + 8 = 32
c.  Length = 16 (feet) Width = 4 (feet) [or factor pair for 64 that is different from the pair given in part (a)]; 16 × 4 = 64
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Score Point 4

a.  the length is 8 feet and the width is 8 feet or 2 feet by 32 feet or 4 by 16 feet, I got those by 
getting the factors of 64 and multiplying cobinations of them to get 64. factors of 64 = 1, 2, 4, 
8, 16, 32, 64.

b.  I chose to use 8 by 8 for the closet. 
the parameter = 2 (L + W) 
+ 8 
  8 
+ 8 
  8   
Parameter = 32 feet

c.  1 foot x 64 feet could be one because above I had the closet be all of the factors exept for 
64 and 1.  
Parameter = 130 ft. 
Area = 64 sq.ft.

ANNOTATIONS
CPS: 6 points/4 score

A-2: The student’s answer is correct with support. While multiple answers are given, all are correct.
B-2: The student’s answer is correct, using one of the correct answers from part (a), with support.
C-2: The student’s answer is correct with an explanation about using factors of 64.

MPS: 2 points

447682 Booklet:  34887003410

Score Point 3

a. 4 feet and 16 feet

b.  4 
+4 
 8

  16 
+16 
 32

  32 
+ 8 
 40

 

c. 8 feet by 8 feet.

ANNOTATIONS
CPS: 4 points/3 score

A-1: The student provides the correct answer only.
B-2: The student provides the correct answer with supporting work.
C-1: The student provides the correct answer only.

MPS: 2 points
The student shows correct reasoning for perimeter; there are two correct factor pairs.

>16
+
>16
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Score Point 2

a.  Length: 8 
Width: 8

b.    8 
+ 8 
  8 
  8   
 32

c. 

ANNOTATIONS
CPS: 3 points/2 score

A-1: The student provides the correct answer only without support.
B-2: The student provides the correct answer with supporting work.
C-0: The student does not attempt to answer.

MPS: 1 point
The student shows correct reasoning for perimeter but does not find two factor pairs for area.

447682 Booklet: 38115001090

Score Point 1

a.  64 feet 
8 x 6 = 64 feet 
64 feet ÷ 8 = 6

b.

c.

ANNOTATIONS
CPS: 1 point/1 score

A-1: The student shows correct strategy by dividing 64 by 8, but a computation error results in an incorrect answer.
B-0: The student does not attempt to answer.
C-0: The student does not attempt to answer.

MPS: 0 points
The student does not correctly find two factor pairs for area and makes no attempt to find perimeter.
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Score Point 0

a.  The length could be 42in and the width could be 22in.  The area of his floor is 64 in.  I added 
all of the area.

b.

c.

ANNOTATIONS
CPS: 0 points/0 score

A-0: The student’s answer is incorrect based on incorrect reasoning.
B-0: The student does not attempt to answer.
C-0: The student does not attempt to answer.

MPS: 0 points 
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Grade 4 | Reading

Directions
You will now read two passages and answer the questions that follow. Some of the questions may 
ask you to compare the two passages. 
463555 passage

Passage 1
The Three Brothers
retold by Pat Betteley

 1 Narrator 1: There once was an old farmer who had three sons. The oldest son was named 
Hans. Fritz was the middle son, and the youngest was called Kurt. The farmer loved his boys 
dearly and they worked beside each other every day doing the endless chores that needed 
to be done on the farm.

 2 Hans: My jobs require great skill with animals. I milk the cows, shear the sheep, and feed 
the pigs.

 3 Fritz: I am a plant specialist. I plow the fields, sow the seed, and reap the harvest.
 4 Kurt: I do all the jobs that are left. I churn the butter, wash the clothes, and make the 

candles. Blech!
 5 Narrator 2: Sometimes Kurt longed to help his older brothers.
 6 Farmer: Boys, gather around. I have finally figured out a fair way to choose which of you will 

inherit my farm. Here is my plan. We will pick one day. Each of you will have a turn to fill up 
the old barn before that day is done. Whoever can accomplish this task will have the farm.

 7 Hans: But what shall we use to fill it?
 8 Farmer: Whatever you choose. Does that sound fair?
 9 Hans, Fritz, Kurt: Yes, Father.
 10 Narrator 2: As the boys went about their chores that day, each thought about how he 

would fill the barn.
 11 Hans: With my skills with the animals, I cannot lose.
 12 Fritz: No one knows more about crops than I. Soon this farm will be mine.
 13 Kurt: I have no good ideas. I must not get discouraged though, or I will never win the farm. I 

have to keep thinking.
 14 Narrator 3: At last the day of the contest arrived. Everyone was up at dawn.
 15 Hans: Of course, since I am oldest, I will go first. Stand aside everyone.
 16 Narrator 1: And with great skill, Hans packed every last farm animal into the barn. There 

was not enough room for even one more chicken on the barn floor that was packed full of 
horses, cows, sheep, pigs, and cats.

 17 Hans: It looks like the farm will be mine, brother Fritz.
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 18 Fritz: We shall see. First, I will lead all the animals out of the barn. And now, hand me a 
pitchfork, Kurt.

 19 Narrator 2: And Fritz proceeded to fill the barn to the rafters with hay.
 20 Fritz: Now who do you think will win the farm, older brother?
 21 Father: Fritz, you have certainly filled the barn more than Hans did, but don’t forget about 

Kurt. We must give your younger brother his chance.
 22 Narrator 3: The three boys cleared all the hay out of the barn. By the time they had 

finished, night had fallen.
 23 Hans: Your turn, baby brother.
 24 Fritz: Let us see what you can do in the time that’s left.
 25 Narrator 1: Kurt spoke not a word. He simply reached into the pocket of his overalls. He 

pulled out a candle and lit it. Immediately, light filled the barn. It reached past the beams 
and rafters to the roof and spilled out the windows and doors.

 26 Hans: Amazing!
 27 Fritz: I cannot believe it. You did it!
 28 Father: There is no doubt, Kurt. You have won the farm!
 29 Kurt: Thank you, Father. I am very grateful. But I don’t want to live on this big farm all by 

myself. I want to shear the sheep and reap the harvest with my brothers. And I want my 
brothers to wash the clothes and churn the butter with me. Agreed?

 30 Narrator 2: So the three brothers agreed to share the farm and housework and they lived 
happily together on the farm for the rest of their lives.

“The Three Brothers” by Pat Betteley, from Faces Magazine, October 2013. Copyright © 2013 by Carus Publishing 
Company d/b/a Cricket Media.
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463560 passage

Passage 2

The King’s Journey
by Betsy Sterman

 1  There was once a king who ruled over vast lands. Every spring he journeyed round his 
kingdom to visit his people.

 2  A long, hard journey it was.
 3  At the end of one such trip, he sighed and said, “Oh, what a fine reward I would give to 

anyone who could shorten my journey.”
 4  Sir Highfeather Bragg, the vainest man in the kingdom, pictured himself wearing a great 

glittering medal.
 5  “What you need is a new coach, Sire,” he said. “I will have one made for you.”
 6  The following April, Sir Highfeather drove an elegant open carriage to the palace.
 7  “This is the swiftest carriage in all the land,” Sir Highfeather said proudly. “A dozen men  

worked a dozen months to make speed its very name. It will surely shorten your journey, 
Sire.”

 8  Before long the wheels spun out of control on the rutted road. The carriage overturned, 
and Sir Highfeather and the king were tossed to the ground. The horses broke from their 
harnesses and ran off before the king and Sir Highfeather could brush the dust from their 
eyes.

 9  The king stumbled back to the palace and once more set off in the slow but safe royal 
coach. For many days he jolted round his kingdom until he arrived back at the palace, 
aching and weary.

 10  “Ohhh,” he groaned. “What a great reward I would give to anyone who could shorten my 
journey.”

 11  Lord Puffpurse, the richest man in the kingdom, pictured himself surrounded by great 
piles of gold. “What you need is a new road, Sire,” he said. “I will have one built for you.”

 12  The next spring Lord Puffpurse announced that the grand new road was ready. “It 
slashes through forests, slices through hills, and leaps over streams,” he said. “This road will 
certainly shorten your journey, Sire!”

 13  The journey began pleasantly, but before long the bright day turned into a scowling 
storm. The coach lurched wildly, for now there were no sheltering trees to block the wind or 
stop piles of mud from sliding down bare hillsides. The bridges were in ruins, their planks 
ripped apart and their ropes whipping in the wind.

 14  “Turn back!” the king shouted to his coachman, and they continued the journey on the old 
road.
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 15  When at last the weary king reached the palace, he moaned, “Ohhh, can this journey 
never be shortened for me?”

 16  Now at this time and in this place, there lived a boy named Jack. He was shabby and plain, 
with clothes full of patches and a stomach pinched with hunger. But his eyes shone with a 
merry light, and he had a smile that crept into every corner of his face.

 17  When the next April came, up stepped Jack, leading an old brown horse. “Come with me, 
Sire,” he said with a smile. “Together we will make the shortest journey you have ever had.”

 18  As soon as they left the palace, Jack began to tell a story. A small story it was, but so funny 
that the king laughed and asked for another. On they went, with the king leaning close to 
hear Jack’s voice. Each day, in calm weather or storm, Jack had stories to tell.

 19  And one day, just as a story ended, Jack stopped.
 20  “Look, Sire,” he said, pointing. “Your own palace lies ahead. You have reached the end of 

your journey!”
 21  “So soon?” cried the king.
 22  Jack only smiled, and as the truth dawned on him, the king began to laugh.
 23  “What a wise lad you are!” he said. “You have shortened my journey with words! I will give 

you a fine medal and as many bags of gold as your horse can carry!”
 24  “Thank you, Sire,” Jack said. “But I need no honors or riches.”

“The King’s Journey” by Betsy Sterman, from Spider Magazine, January 2008. Copyright © 2008 by Carus Publishing 
Company d/b/a Cricket Media.
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463566 Key D

1. Read paragraph 13 from Passage 1.

Kurt: I have no good ideas. I must not get discouraged though, 
or I will never win the farm. I have to keep thinking.

What does paragraph 13 mostly show about Kurt?

A He is giving.

B He is skillful.

C He is truthful.

D He is hopeful.

Alignment 
STANDARD: RL.04.03

KEY: D

463571 Key C

2. In Passage 2, what does the name “Sir Highfeather Bragg” most likely show about the 
character?

A He is richer than other people.

B He expects people to help him.

C He wants people to admire him.

D He is friendlier than other people.

Alignment 
STANDARD: RL.04.04

KEY: C
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463573 Key B

3. In paragraph 24 of Passage 2, what do Jack’s words to the King mainly show about Jack?

A He is thankful.

B He is humble.

C He is brave.

D He is joyful.

Alignment 
STANDARD: RL.04.03

KEY: B
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463578 EBSR Key A; B

This question has two parts. Be sure to answer both parts of the question. 

4. In Passage 2, what is the main problem the King tries to solve?

A It takes too long to travel through his lands.

B The roads are not fit for traveling.

C His subjects do not amuse him.

D He knows very few people.

Which detail from the passage best supports the answer to the question above?

A “‘This is the swiftest carriage in all the land,’ Sir Highfeather said proudly.”

B “‘Ohhh,’ he groaned. ‘What a great reward I would give to anyone who could shorten 
my journey.’”

C “The bridges were in ruins, their planks ripped apart and their ropes whipping in the 
wind.”

D “A small story it was, but so funny that the king laughed and asked for another.”

Alignment 
STANDARD: RL.04.01

KEY: A, B

463575 Key D

5. In what way is Passage 1 told differently than Passage 2?

A Passage 1 has more stanzas.

B Passage 1 is written using rhyme.

C Passage 1 has several characters.

D Passage 1 is written using only dialogue.

Alignment 
STANDARD: RL.04.05

KEY: D
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463586 Extended Text

6. Describe a lesson that can be learned from Passage 1. Use details from the passage to 
support your answer.

Alignment 
STANDARD: RL.04.02

KEY: N/A

Rubric

Score Description

3  The response is a clear, complete, and accurate description of a lesson that Passage 1 teaches. The response 
contains important details from the passage.

2 The response is a somewhat clear or partial description of a lesson that Passage 1 teaches. The response 
includes limited details from the passage and may include misinterpretations.

1

The response is a minimal description of a lesson that Passage 1 teaches. The response contains few or no 
details from the passage and may include misinterpretations.

OR

The response relates minimally to the task.

0 The response is incorrect or irrelevant or contains insufficient information to demonstrate comprehension.

Blank No response
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Scoring Notes
A description of a lesson that can be learned from Passage 1 may include, but is not limited to, discussions of fairness, cleverness, 
or taking care of family. Relevant details may include, but are not limited to:

Fairness

�� Kurt identifies the unfairness of his role on the farm by explaining, “I do all the jobs that are left. I churn the butter, wash 
the clothes, and make the candles. Blech!”

�� The farmer shows fairness by creating a contest as a way to bequeath his farm to one of his sons. The contest requires 
each of them to use skills other than those learned on the farm in order to win. Additionally, when the farmer presents this 
contest to his sons he asks, “Does that sound fair?”

�� Later in the story, after Fritz has filled the barn with hay, the farmer shows fairness again when he stops Fritz from declaring 
himself the winner by saying, “We must give your younger brother his chance.” Kurt then wins the contest. The farmer 
honors the win by giving Kurt the farm. Kurt shows fairness when he accepts the farm but only under the condition that his 
brothers stay and they all work alongside each other.

Cleverness

�� Rather than present the farm to one of his sons, or split it among the three of them, the farmer devises a competition that 
allows the sons to prove who is worthy of owning and running the farm. This shows that the farmer is clever.

�� Kurt lights a match in the barn to fill it. He does not fill the barn with tangible objects like his brothers did. This is a clever 
solution to the farmer’s challenge.

Taking Care of Family

�� The farmer wants to leave the farm to his sons, which shows that he wants to help them in the future by continuing their 
livelihood.

�� Kurt will only take the farm if his brothers join him. This shows that it is important to take care of family, rather than turning 
them out into the world.

�� Kurt wants everyone to take care of each other—each doing his part. 

Other interpretations are acceptable if supported by relevant details from the text.
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463586 

Score Point 3

Three brothers contribute to the farm the same even though the youngest brother just does 
laundry and candles.  Fritz and Hans maybe though the brother couldn’t do anything good and 
the teased him by saying “it looks like the farm will be mine.” but then they lerned that even 
though they fill the barn with stuff, it just needs light and the father was impresed by the light 
taking up the barn. Kurt is grateful but still wants to be with his brothers even thou they they 
thout they were better, we can all share is what lesson that can be learned from passage 1.

ANNOTATIONS
Response provides a clear description of a lesson that can be learned from Passage 1. Response states the lesson “we can all 
share” and supports the statement with important details from the passage. Kurt is grateful to win the contest but decides 
to share the farm with his brothers even though they acted like “they were better.” Each brother contributes to the farm.

Score Point 2

A lesson to learn.Even though the farmer loved all the boys the same, the boys ar diffrent.  The 
oldest brothers do the better work but kurt says he only makes candles.  The farmer teaches a 
lesson that even though kurt makes candles he can have the hole farm.  Also he was clever.

ANNOTATIONS
Response provides a partial description of a lesson that Passage 1 teaches. Response indicates that the farmer teaches 
a lesson about Kurt being able to get the whole farm but does not actually state what the lesson is or how it is taught. 
Response includes limited details.

Score Point 1

Passage 1 describe a lesson of everyone is eqal and important no matter what. The three 
brothers learned from the farmer

ANNOTATIONS
Response provides a minimal description of a lesson that Passage 1 teaches. Response identifies the lesson as “everyone is 
equal and important” but includes no supporting details to explain how the brothers learned this from the farmer.

Score Point 0

A lesson I lerned was to tie my shoes.

ANNOTATIONS
Response is irrelevant; it does not describe a lesson that can be learned from Passage 1.
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463593 Extended Text

7. You have read two passages about solving problems.

Write a paragraph comparing the ways that Kurt and Jack solve problems. In your 
paragraph, be sure to

• Describe the problems that each character needs to solve.
• Explain how the solutions are alike.
• Use details from both passages to support your answer.

Alignment 
STANDARD: RL.04.09

KEY: N/A

Rubric

Score Description

3  
The student responds to the prompt; provides an accurate analysis of what the sources say explicitly and/or 
inferentially; refers to ideas or details in both sources to support the analysis; shows basic understanding of 
central ideas expressed in the sources.

2
The student responds to all or part of the prompt; provides a generally accurate analysis of what one or 
both sources say explicitly; may not refer to ideas from both sources to support the analysis; shows some 
understanding of central ideas expressed in the sources.

1
The student responds to the topic of the prompt; shows some comprehension of what one or both sources 
say by referring to ideas in the sources; shows limited understanding of the central ideas expressed in the 
sources.

0 The response is incorrect or irrelevant or contains insufficient information to demonstrate comprehension.

Blank No response



29Support Materials |

Grade 4 | Reading
463593

Scoring Notes
A description of the problems that Kurt and Jack face includes:

�� In Passage 1, Kurt does the work that his brothers do not want to do. The text suggests that Kurt’s labor does not require 
skill or expertise. He says, “I do all the jobs that are left. I churn the butter, wash the clothes, and make the candles. Blech!” 
Kurt has the opportunity to “win” the farm; the problem he must solve is how to fill the barn.

�� In Passage 2, Jack tries to solve the king’s problem, which is how to make the journey through the kingdom shorter.

A description of the ways that Kurt and Jack solve problems in the same way may include, but is not limited to:

�� In both passages, the characters are given an opportunity to achieve beyond their current lots in life by solving problems 
that require each to be clever. Kurt shows that he is clever by filling the barn with light: “Immediately, light filled the barn. It 
reached past the beams and rafters to the roof and spilled out the windows and doors.” “There is no doubt, Kurt. You have 
won the farm!” In “The King’s Journey,” Jack shortens the king’s long journey with humorous stories. “‘What a wise lad you 
are!’ he said. ‘You have shortened my journey with words!’”

�� Additionally, the stories of Jack and Kurt end similarly when both act selflessly. Kurt wins the farm but wants his brothers to 
run the farm with him, fairly and equally. Given the opportunity to be greedy, Kurt chooses to share. “Thank you, Father. I am 
very grateful. But I don’t want to live on this big farm all by myself. I want to shear the sheep and reap the harvest with my 
brothers. And I want my brothers to wash the clothes and churn the butter with me.” Likewise, Jack is offered all the riches 
the king can give, and he turns them down. “‘Thank you, Sire,’ Jack said. ‘But I need no honors or riches.’”

Other interpretations are acceptable if supported by relevant details from the text.
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Score Point 3

Maybe Kurt didn’t at first think he could be important to the farm. His brothers were, but he 
only made butter and candles, well it turns out he could fill the barn with light and win the 
farm.  The problem was filling the barn and he thought of filling it with light not things. Just like 
the story King’s Journey where another boy also thought he couldn’t achive helping the king but 
it turns out he solved the problem of the  trip by telling stories.  he sloved the problem after 
2 others man did not make the king happy with the road, even though they tried to each do 
something to please him. Jack thought of a different way to help  the king to his destnation. Just 
like kurt he solved the problem after 2 brothers by comeing up with a new way to fill the barn. 
But after all the two passags are alike because they think of a way to make something better 
and everyone is happy the end

ANNOTATIONS
Response provides an accurate analysis of how Jack and Kurt solve problems in the two passages. Kurt’s problem was how to 
fill the barn and Jack’s problem was how to make the king happy on his journey. Kurt solved his problem by filling the barn 
with light and Jack solved his problem by telling stories. In each case, others had tried to solve the problem less successfully. 
Response includes details from both passages and shows a basic understanding of the central ideas in the passages. 

Score Point 2

One problum is the younger brother needed to fill the barn with light and win the farm. 
Another problem is jack needed to tell stories to make the king laugh. Both boys helped 
soemting and made someone pleased and won something, kurt got the farm and jack got bags 
of gold. Well maube he didn’t get gold he said thank you, sire.

ANNOTATIONS
Response provides a generally accurate analysis of the problems in the two passages. The youngest brother solved his 
problem by filling the barn with light. Jack solved his problem by telling the king stories and making him laugh. Response 
identifies what the characters received for solving the problems. Kurt won the farm, and Jack was thanked and offered gold.

Score Point 1

some ideas where they both thought of new things to do and fixed them.  kurt had a candle 
and then the other kid told a story.

ANNOTATIONS
Response demonstrates some comprehension of the problems in the passages. Response recognizes that Kurt solved his 
problem with a candle and the “other kid told a story.” Response includes few details and shows a limited understanding of 
the central ideas in the passages.

Score Point 0

The characteres had problems and solved.  They both had solutions. They both talked.

ANNOTATIONS
Response contains insufficient information to demonstrate comprehension. Response does not identify any problems or 
solutions. The reference to both of the characters talking is too vague for credit.
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All for a Paisa*

A father gives his son one more chance to prove himself. He gives the son one paisa and asks 
him to buy something at the town bazaar that provides something to eat, something to drink, 
something for the cow to chew, and something to plant. The father is impressed when the son 
returns with the ironsmith’s daughter, who is carrying a watermelon that will provide all four 
things. 

Fur & Feathers*

When a lion takes Mama Ostrich’s chicks and claims them as her own cubs, Mama Ostrich 
must come up with a plan to save her chicks. The lion will return the chicks if Mama Ostrich can 
find an animal that will look the lion in the eye and say the chicks are not her cubs. Mongoose 
suggests Mama Ostrich dig a hole under an anthill and dig a second exit from the hill. When 
Mongoose points out to the lion that the chicks have feathers, not fur, and cannot be her cubs, 
Mongoose escapes into the hole in the anthill, and the chicks are freed.

*This paragraph summarizes one of the passages students referenced when responding to the writing prompt.

Directions
Read the passage summaries. Then answer the question that follows.

Alignment 
STANDARD: W.04.03, L.04.01, L.04.02, L.04.03

KEY: N/A

Write your answer to question 1 in the space provided in your Student Answer Booklet. 
190417A WP Extended Text

1. A good story has a beginning, a problem to be solved in the middle, and an end when the 
problem is solved.

You have read two stories where characters use clever ideas to solve their problems. 
Write a new story about a person who uses a good idea to solve a problem. Be sure to

• tell the beginning, middle, and end of the story.
• describe the setting where your story happens.
• show the main character through descriptive words, dialogue, thoughts, actions, and 

feelings.
• describe or show the problem the main character has to solve.
• make sure the character solves the problem before the end of the story.

After you have written your first draft, use the checklist on the next page to revise your 
response.
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WRITER’S CHECKLIST 
You have now written a rough draft of your essay. Use the following checklist to revise 
your writing and create a final essay.

 r I gave the story a title that tells what the story is about.

 r I wrote a story where a character has to solve a problem.

 r I put the events in order from beginning to end.

 r I used words that make the story interesting and exciting.

 r I used both simple and complex sentences.

 r I used correct grammar.

 r I spelled words correctly.

 r I used correct punctuation.

 r I used correct capitalization.



33

Re
vi

se
d 

8-
25

-2
01

6 
 

 

 
 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

  

  

  

  

    
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   



34Support Materials |

Grade 4 | Writing
190417A WP Extended Text

Score Point 4444

ANNOTATIONS
Development and Elaboration of Ideas (4): This narrative thoroughly develops a story in support of the task. A consistently 
maintained focus is demonstrated as the story describes the setting, the characters, the problem, and the solution. The 
reader has a sense of the character, Lacey, as she deals with her human and the squirrels. A variety of narrative techniques, 
including purposeful dialogue, advance the story. The effective use of descriptive language also serves to engage the reader. 
Organization (4): This response tells the beginning, middle, and end of the story with coherence and clarity. The 
organization of the narrative is fully sustained and focus is clearly maintained. The introduction sets the stage for the story, 
which follows a well-executed sequence of events from fun in the park, to the injured owner, to negotiating with squirrels, 
to working out a solution. The conclusion is effective. Transitions are smoothly integrated in the form of dialogue that moves 
the reader through the sequence of events. 
Writing Style and Vocabulary (4): Word choices (“chasing squrrils up tall leafy trees,” “I’m b . . . b . . . begging you,” “my 
human,” “You’re a savior”) are effective in illustrating Lacey’s experiences.
Conventions (4): This narrative demonstrates a consistent command of conventions. Minor errors, especially in spelling, do 
not impede comprehension.
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Score Point 4333

ANNOTATIONS
Development and Elaboration of Ideas (4): This narrative effectively presents the problem, a fear of heights, and thoroughly 
develops the story. Events leading up to the ride in the Ferris wheel are clearly developed as the writer shows how Bob 
acknowledges and then conquers his fear. A variety of narrative techniques, including descriptions and dialogue (“I’m not 
shore I want to do this,” “I RODE THE FAIRISWEEL!!!!!!”) illustrate the experience.
Organization (3): This story includes a beginning, a middle, and an end. Organization is logical and clear, and establishes the 
character’s experience riding the Ferris wheel. The introduction and conclusion are clear and contribute to the unity of the 
narrative. Transitions are largely “when” and “so,” but they create a satisfactory sequence of events from beginning to end. 
Writing Style and Vocabulary (3): The narrative uses generally appropriate language with some variety (“dertermind to ride 
the farisweel,” “in a shakey voice,” “in a reashering voice,” “todally regreted it”).
Conventions (3): Errors are consistent and demonstrate a general command of basic conventions. There are errors in 
grammar usage (“there town,” “they got there food”) and many basic words are misspelled. The errors do not interfere with 
comprehension.
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Score Point 2222Contract: 1641 Writing      Booklet: 134378      Page: 1 of 1      Score: A 2222      RespCode: WRCC001
Annotation:

ANNOTATIONS
Development and Elaboration of Ideas (2): This narrative demonstrates some awareness of coming up with a good idea 
to solve a problem. But limited use of details affects the development of the story. Experiences, characters, and events are 
unevenly developed with little elaboration. Narrative techniques, such as dialogue and descriptions, partially advance the 
story. The reader understands the problem and solution, but ideas in support of the task are cursory. 
Organization (2): The organization of the story is somewhat sustained, with a discernable plot and a beginning, middle, and 
end. The introduction and conclusion are evident but are weak. Transitions are partially effective in showing how the ideas in 
the story fit together (“then,” “besides,” and use of dialogue). 
Writing Style and Vocabulary (2): Language is basic with a limited variety in word choice as demonstrated by repetition of 
words and insufficient details and descriptions. 
Conventions (2): There are many errors that demonstrate partial command of conventions. Spelling errors, in particular, 
interfere with comprehension. Mechanics and punctuation are adequate.
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Score Point 1222

ANNOTATIONS
Development and Elaboration of Ideas (1): There is an attempt to tell about Owen’s problem and how he solves that 
problem. However, the story is minimally developed with few details and little attempt at narrative techniques, such as 
dialogue. Events are more observational than interactive. 
Organization (2): The organization of the story is somewhat sustained in this brief, but logical, series of events. The 
narrative includes a weak introduction and an adequate conclusion. Few transitional strategies are evident (“One day,” “So,” 
“Now”).
Writing Style and Vocabulary (2): The narrative uses some appropriate language, though the words that are used are fairly 
generic and repetitive. 
Conventions (2): The narrative demonstrates partial command of conventions, though the short length and simplicity do not 
establish whether that control could be sustained in a longer or more complex piece of writing. There are some errors but 
also some correctness.

Score Point 1110
Contract: 1641 Writing      Booklet: 141763      Page: 1 of 1      Score: A 1110      RespCode: WRCC001
Annotation:

ANNOTATIONS
Development and Elaboration of Ideas (1): This is an attempt to write a story about Sam and Reilly whose problem is 
dealing with bullies. However, it is minimally developed and the experiences of the characters lack clarity. Details are unclear 
and there is no dialogue or descriptions to focus the ideas in the story. 
Organization (1): The narrative demonstrates minimal coherence and clarity. There is a weak introduction and conclusion. 
There are few transitional strategies evident beyond the use of “until”. 
Writing Style and Vocabulary (1): Language is rudimentary and imprecise, and does not advance the narrative purpose. The 
words that are used are fairly generic and repetitive, and there is no evidence of a writing style. 
Conventions (0): Errors in conventions are distracting. Spelling, usage, and punctuation errors are numerous and interfere 
with comprehension.
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Directions
Read the passage. Then answer the questions that follow.
461863 Passage Shared Stimulus  

Great Aunt Lily’s Attic
Characters
a lamp
a photo album
a rocking chair
Great Aunt Lily
Sara, Aunt Lily’s niece
Jackson, Aunt Lily’s nephew

Setting
 1. The scene is Great Aunt Lily’s attic. 2. An old photo album lies on the seat of the chair.
 3. An old lamp with a glass colorful shade rests nearby on the floor.
 4. Album: (addressing the chair) Who was here and left the window shade up?
 5. Chair: It was Great Aunt Lily’s niece and nephew, Sara and Jackson. 6. I felt them walk across 

the floor as I was asleep. 7. That got me rocking, and I woke up.
 8. Lamp: (crying) Since we’ve been stuck in the attic, all we do is sleep.
 9. Chair: I know it! 10. Do you recall when we used to be in the living room?
11. Lamp: Those were such enjoyable times.
12. Album: Do you remember when Great Aunt Lily would show the old family pictures to the 

children?
13. Lamp: There was never a dull minute then.
14. Chair: She used to sit down in me with one or two of them in her lap.
15. Lamp: And I would shine like a flame so everyone could see.
16. Album: I wish we were back in the living room with the family.
17. (Before that, they hear footsteps.)
18. Album: Shush, someone’s coming!
19. (Sara and Jackson enter.)
20. Sara: I’m so excited to bring Aunt Lily’s things downstairs.
21. Jackson: It’s great that we can use them again.
22. Sara: Let’s get some cloths to dust everything off.
23. Great Aunt Lily: (from downstairs) Don’t forget to close the attic door!
24. (They leave.)
25. Album: Did you hear that?
26. Lamp: Isn’t it wonderful?

“Great Aunt Lily’s Attic” © 2015 by Measured Progress.
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Alignment 
STANDARD: W.04.03.a

KEY: B

461879 B MC

1. Read this sentence.

Sunshine beams through the window and falls across an old rocking chair.

Where should the sentence be added in the passage to best set the scene of the events?

A before sentence 1

B after sentence 1

C after sentence 2

D after sentence 3

Alignment 
STANDARD: L.04.01.d

KEY: C

461869 C MC

2. How should the underlined words in sentence 3 be changed?

A NO CHANGE

B shade colorful glass

C colorful glass shade

D colorful shade glass
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Alignment 
STANDARD: W.04.03.d

KEY: D

461871 D MC

3. How should the underlined word in sentence 8 be changed to help the reader understand 
how the lamp is feeling?

A whispering

B trembling

C laughing

D yawning

Alignment 
STANDARD: L.04.05.b

KEY: D

461883 D MC

4. In sentence 13, the phrase “never a dull minute” most likely means that those times in the 
living room were

A surprising.

B pleasant.

C noisy.

D lively.



41Support Materials |

Grade 4 | Writing & Language

Alignment 
STANDARD: W.04.03.b

KEY: B

461875 B MC

5. Which change should be made to the underlined word in sentence 14 to best show how the 
chair feels about the event?

A the visitors

B the little ones

C the boys and girls

D the family members

Alignment 
STANDARD: L.04.05.a

KEY: B

461873 B MC

6. In sentence 15, what is the most likely meaning of the words “shine like a flame”?

A flash

B glow

C blaze

D spark
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Alignment 
STANDARD: W.04.03.c

KEY: B

461885 B MC

7. How should the underlined words in sentence 17 be changed to most clearly show the 
order of events?

A At last

B Suddenly

C Meanwhile

D For a time

Alignment 
STANDARD: L.04.01.c

KEY: A

461889 A MC

8. How should the underlined word in sentence 21 be changed?

A NO CHANGE

B must

C ought

D should
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Alignment 
STANDARD: W.04.03.e

KEY: A, C

461877 A;C EBSR

This question has two parts. Be sure to answer both parts of the question.

9. Which sentence should be added after sentence 26 to make the best ending for 
the passage?

A Chair: It’ll be nice to be part of the family again!

B Chair: I wonder if the living room has changed much.

C Chair: I can’t wait to not be covered in dust anymore!

D Chair: It’ll be hard to not miss the peace and quiet a little.

Which detail from the passage best supports the answer above?

A “That got me rocking, and I woke up.”

B “Do you recall when we used to be in the living room?”

C “Album: I wish we were back in the living room with the family.”

D “Sara: Let’s get some cloths to dust everything off.”




