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Grade 3 | Mathematics SESSION 1
(No Calculator)

Alignment 
STANDARD: 03.OA.02.05

KEY: C

447410 C MC

1. Look at this number sentence.

= 10 × 1 × 2 1 × 2 × ?

What number belongs in the box?

A 2

B 5

C 10

D 20

Directions
Read each question and choose the best answer.
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Grade 3 | Mathematics SESSION 1
(No Calculator)

468913

Use the problem below to answer questions 2 and 3.

Look at this problem. 

A teacher has 18 books to put in a wooden bookcase.
• She wants to put an equal number of books on each shelf.
• She can use at least 2 shelves or at most 10 shelves.

What is one way the teacher could put all the books on shelves?

Alignment 
STANDARD: 03.OA.01.03

KEY: A

450513 A MC

2. Which information is not needed to solve this problem?

A The bookcase is made of wood.

B The teacher has a total of 18 books.

C Each shelf will have the same number of books.

D The teacher must use more than one shelf and fewer than 11 shelves.
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Grade 3 | Mathematics SESSION 1
(No Calculator)

Alignment 
STANDARD: 03.OA.01.03

KEY: B

450517 B MC

3. Four children tell the teacher how she can put all the books in the bookcase.
• Abe says she can put 4 books on each of 4 shelves.
• Brent says she can put 6 books on each of 3 shelves.
• Carlos says she can put 7 books on each of 3 shelves.
• Don says she can put 9 books on each of 2 shelves.

Which children are correct?

A Abe and Brent

B Brent and Don

C Carlos and Abe

D Don and Carlos
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Grade 3 | Mathematics SESSION 1
(No Calculator)

Alignment 
STANDARD: 03.NF.01.03.b

KEY: N/A

447373 Composite Extended Text 

4. Ben and Cassandra each had one chocolate bar. The chocolate bars were the same size and 
shape.
Ben ate part of his chocolate bar. The shaded part of this picture shows the part of the 
chocolate bar Ben ate.

a. Write a fraction to show the part of the chocolate bar Ben ate.

This is Cassandra’s chocolate bar.

Cassandra ate the same amount of her chocolate bar as Ben ate of his chocolate bar.

b. Write a different fraction to show the part of the chocolate bar Cassandra ate. Explain 
why the fraction you wrote in part (a) is equivalent to the fraction you wrote in part (b).
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Grade 3 | Mathematics SESSION 1
(No Calculator)

447373 Composite Extended Text

Concepts and Procedures Scoring Rubric

Score Description

2 The student earns 3 points.

1 The student earns 1 or 2 points.

0 Response is incorrect or contains some correct work that is irrelevant to the skill or concept being measured.

Blank No response

Training Notes

Part a 1 point  for correct answer, 2
4

 (or equivalent)

Part b 2 points   for correct answer, 4
8  [or equivalent but must be different from fraction written in part (a)], or for a correct 

answer based on an incorrect answer in part (a), with sufficient explanation to show understanding of why 

two fractions are equivalent

  OR
  1 point   for correct answer with insufficient or no explanation
     or
      for sufficient explanation to show understanding of why two fractions are equivalent, with incorrect or no 

answer   

Mathematical Practices Scoring Rubric

Score Description

1 The student earns 1 point.

0 Response is incorrect or contains some correct work that is irrelevant to the skill or concept being measured.

Blank No response

Training Notes
1 point  for using a model to solve a problem (correctly generates two equivalent fractions that represent the given models) 

Exemplary Response

a. 2
4

 or equivalent

b.  48  or equivalent but must be different from fraction given in part (a). Each child ate half of the candy bar. 2
4

 of Ben’s 

chocolate bar is the same as  48  of Cassandra’s chocolate bar since both bars are the same size.
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Grade 3 | Mathematics SESSION 1
(No Calculator)

447373 

Score Point 2

a. 24

b.  4
8

. I know this is right because the picture showed that Ben ate half his chocolate and if 

Cassandra ate half too, then she had to have 4 of the 8 pieces cause her pieces were smaller.

ANNOTATIONS
CPS: 3 points/2 score

A-1: The student’s answer is correct.
B-2: The student’s answer is correct with sufficient explanation.

MPS: 1 point

Score Point 1

a. 
1
2

b. 
4
8  because it’s the same

ANNOTATIONS
CPS: 2 points/1 score

A-1: The student’s answer is correct.
B-1: The student’s answer is correct with insufficient explanation.

MPS: 1 point

Score Point 0

a. 
2
2

b. 0, cause nothing is shaded.

ANNOTATIONS
CPS: 0 points/0 score

A-0: The student’s answer is incorrect.
B-0: The student’s answer is incorrect with insufficient explanation.

MPS: 0 points
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Grade 3 | Mathematics SESSION 2
(Calculator)

Alignment 
STANDARD: 03.OA.01.02

KEY: D

447406 D MC

5. Abby has 24 flowers and 6 flowerpots. She wants to plant the same number of flowers in 
each flowerpot.

Which expression could Abby use to find the number of flowers she should plant in each 
flowerpot?

A 24 + 6

B 24 – 6

C 24 × 6

D 24 ÷ 6

Alignment 
STANDARD: 03.NF.01.02.b

KEY: A

447432 A MC

6. Danny collects football cards and baseball cards. He put a point on this number line to 
show the fraction of his cards that are football cards.

10

Based on the number line, which could be true?

A Danny has 6 football cards and 2 baseball cards.

B Danny has 8 football cards and 2 baseball cards.

C Danny has 2 football cards and 6 baseball cards.

D Danny has 2 football cards and 8 baseball cards.

Directions
Read each question and choose the best answer.
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Grade 3 | Mathematics SESSION 2
(Calculator)

Alignment 
STANDARD: 03.MD.02.03

KEY: D

447422 D MC

7. Lisa, Anthony, Brenda, and Vince collect rocks. This list shows the number of rocks each 
student has.

• Lisa has 30 rocks.
• Anthony has 27 rocks.
• Brenda has 12 rocks.
• Vince has 25 rocks.

Which graph matches the list?
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Grade 3 | Mathematics SESSION 2
(Calculator)

Alignment 
STANDARD: 03.G.01.01

KEY: A

447419 A MC

8. Which shape cannot be a quadrilateral?

A hexagon

B polygon

C square

D trapezoid
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Grade 3 | Mathematics SESSION 2
(Calculator)

Alignment 
STANDARD: 03.MD.03.07.b

KEY: N/A

447365 Composite Extended Text

9. Mrs. Martinez is making curtains for three windows in her home. Each window is in the 
shape of a rectangle.

2 ft.

4 ft.

Window A

3 ft.

4 ft.

Window B

3 ft.

4 ft.

Window C

a. What is the area, in square feet, of window A? Use words or numbers to explain your 
answer.

b. What is the total area, in square feet, of windows B and C? Use words or numbers to 
explain your answer.

Mrs. Martinez has another rectangular window in her home that is 3 feet wider than 
window A. It is the same height as window A.

c. What is the perimeter, in feet, of this other window? Use words or numbers to explain 
your answer.
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Grade 3 | Mathematics SESSION 2
(Calculator)

447365 Composite Extended Text 

Concepts and Procedures Scoring Rubric

Score Description

4 The student earns 6 points.

3  The student earns 4 or 5 points.

2 The student earns 2 or 3 points.

1 The student earns 1 point.

0 Response is incorrect or contains some correct work that is irrelevant to the skill or concept being measured.

Blank No response

Training Notes
Part a 2 points   for correct answer, 8 (square feet), with sufficient work or explanation to show understanding of finding 

the area of a rectangular figure
  OR
  1 point  for correct answer with insufficient or no work or explanation
     or
      for sufficient explanation to show understanding of finding the area of a rectangular figure, with incorrect 

or no answer
Part b 2 points   for correct answer, 24 (square feet), with sufficient work or explanation to show understanding of finding 

the total area of two rectangular figures
  OR
  1 point  for correct answer with insufficient or no work or explanation
     or
      for sufficient explanation to show understanding of finding the total area of two rectangular figures, with 

incorrect or no answer
Part c 2 points   for correct answer, 18 (feet), with sufficient work or explanation to show understanding of finding the 

perimeter of a rectangular figure
  OR
  1 point  for correct answer with insufficient or no work or explanation
     or
      for sufficient explanation to show understanding of finding the perimeter of a rectangular figure, with 

incorrect or no answer
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Grade 3 | Mathematics SESSION 2
(Calculator)

447365 Composite Extended Text 

Mathematical Practices Scoring Rubric

Score Description

2 The student earns 2 points.

1 The student earns 1 point.

0 Response is incorrect or contains some correct work that is irrelevant to the skill or concept being measured.

Blank No response

Training Notes
1 point  for abstracting a given situation (uses the appropriate measurements for each part of the problem)

1 point  for using quantitative reasoning (correctly computes the areas and perimeter for the problem)

Exemplary Response
a.  8 (square feet) 2 × 4 = 8
b. 24 (square feet) 3 × 4 = 12, 12 + 12 = 24
c. 18 (feet) 4 + 4 + 5 + 5 = 18
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Grade 3 | Mathematics SESSION 2
(Calculator)

447365 Booklet:  1307000372

Score Point 4

a. 2 x 4 = 8  The area is 8 square feet. I know this because 2 times 4 equals 8.

b.  3 x 4 = 12
 12 
+12 
 24

  The area of two windows are 24 square feet. I know this because 3 times 4 
equals 12 and 12 plus 12 equals 24.

c.  The perimeter of the new window is 18 feet.  I did 5 + 5 + 4 + 4 = 18 to add the 
sides together.

ANNOTATIONS
CPS: 6 points/4 score

A-2: The student’s answer is correct with supporting work.
B-2: The student’s answer is correct with supporting work.
C-2: The student’s answer is correct with supporting work.

MPS: 2 points 
The student uses appropriate measurements and correctly calculates area and perimeter.

447365 Booklet: 1307000125

Score Point 3

a. First, I did 2 x 4 because it was easer than doing squars. next, I got 8 shown on the board. 
 2 x 4 = 8 Area

b. First I said 3 x 4 would be a fast way to figure out the area next I said that it was 12

c.  First I added 3 more than 2 and said it was five because 1 more than 2 would be 3 and 2 
more than 2 would be 4. 5 + 5 + 4 + 4 = 18

ANNOTATIONS
CPS: 4 points/3 score

A-2: The student’s answer is correct with support.
B-0: The student’s answer is incorrect and shows no strategy to find a combined area.
C-2: The student’s answer is correct with supporting work.

MPS: 1 point 
The student uses appropriate measures.
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Grade 3 | Mathematics SESSION 2
(Calculator)

447365  Booklet: 1307000263

Score Point 2

a. 2 x 4 = 8 square feet The area of Window A is 8 square feet.

b. 3 x 4 = 12 The total Area of Windows B and C is 12 square feet

c. 2 × 5 = 10 
 2 × 4 = 12 
 10 + 12 = 22 feet. 
 The perimeter is 22 feet

ANNOTATIONS
CPS: 3 points/2 score

A-2: The student’s answer is correct with supporting work.
B-0: The student’s answer is incorrect.
C-1: The student’s answer shows correct strategy to find perimeter, but a computation error occurs multiplying 2 × 4.

MPS: 0 points

447365  Booklet: 1307000156

Score Point 1

a. 12

b. 14 feet

c. 18 feet

ANNOTATIONS
CPS: 1 point/1 score

A-0: The student’s answer is incorrect with no work or explanation.
B-0: The student’s answer is incorrect with no work or explanation.
C-1: The student’s answer is correct with no supporting work or explanation.

MPS: 0 points
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Grade 3 | Mathematics SESSION 2
(Calculator)

447365  Booklet: 1307000421

Score Point 0

a.  Window A 
4 x 2 = 8 
or 
4 + 2 = 6

b.  4 x 3 
or 
3 + 4

c. 2 ft + 1 ft = 3 ft

ANNOTATIONS
CPS: 0 points/0 score

In parts (a) and (b), the student demonstrates both a correct and an incorrect strategy, with correct and incorrect answers. 
There is neither clear evidence of an understanding of how to find the area of rectilinear figures nor clear indication from 
the student of the correct answer.

MPS: 0 points
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Grade 3 | Reading

Directions
You will now read two passages and answer the questions that follow. Some of the questions may 
ask you to compare the two passages.

463660 Passage Shared Stimulus  

Passage 1

Domino Sundays 
by Vivian Fernandez

 1  Sunday is domino day for my abuelo and his friends. I watch them play at the corner 
park. One day, maybe I’ll join the game.

 2   Abuelo knocks on my bedroom door. “Ready, Yolanda?” he asks.
 3   “Sí !” I say.
 4  Abuelo hands me the long, wooden box that holds the fichas, the domino tiles. “Today is a 

special day. I have a new partner.”
 5  “Who?” I ask.
 6  “You’ll see.”
 7   I wonder who Abuelo’s new partner is as we walk along the shady sidewalk. Abuelo has 

been teaching me to play. Could it be me?
 8   Our neighbors are starting their days, too. Salsa music flows from open windows. I smell 

bread and imagine it pressed flat in a plancha1, like Mami makes for me. From someone’s 
yard, a rooster steps out in front of us. Papi complains about the roosters. He says Miami is 
a big city. Roosters belong on farms. Abuelo and I don’t mind the roosters. We like the jerky 
way they move.

 9   Abuelo imitates the rooster, moving his head from side to side. I think about being 
Abuelo’s partner, helping him to win, and I let out a loud cock-a-doodle-do! The rooster 
turns a beady eye at us and crosses the street with an angry squawk.

 10  By the time we reach the park, my bangs are wet from sweat. Abuelo peels the pale 
blue guayabera2 from his skin. He pulls a handkerchief from his pants pocket and wipes his 
forehead. “It was never this hot in Cuba. The weather was—”

 11  “—always perfect in Cuba,” I finish for him.
 12  Abuelo taps my nose. “Well, not perfect. But close.”

 13   The square tables are filled with old men playing dominoes. “Where’s your partner?” I ask, 
looking around.

1plancha: a small appliance used to press flat bread and sandwiches
2guayabera: a men’s shirt popular in Latin American countries
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Grade 3 | Reading

© Illustration by Laura Jacobsen

 14  He puts his hands on my shoulders. “She’s right here.”
 15  I jump up and down. “We’re going to make a great team, Abuelo!”
 16  He takes my hand and leads me to the table with his friends.
 17  “You’re late!” Mr. Perera greets us. He always says that, even when he’s the last one to get there.
 18  “Buenos días,3 Yolanda,” Mr. Castillo says.
 19  “Buenos días, Señor Castillo.”
 20   Mr. Castillo pours Cuban coffee into a small plastic cup. I breathe in the warm, sweet 

smell as it passes by me on its way to Abuelo. In one gulp, the coffee is gone.
 21   Mr. Perera checks his watch. “Where’s Juan Carlos?” he asks.
 22   Abuelo takes the box from me and sits down. “Yolanda is my partner today.”
 23  Mr. Perera slaps his hand on the table. “What does this señorita know about dominoes?”
 24  “I know how to play,” I say. “I have a good teacher.” I sit across from Abuelo, in his 

partner’s chair. My chair.
 25  “I’m sorry, Yolanda, but this is a game just for us old men. I will only play with Juan Carlos.” 

Mr. Perera stands up and crosses his arms.
 26   “Then you forfeit,” Abuelo says, “and Yolanda and I win.” I try not to smile. We all know 

Mr. Perera will never forfeit.
 27   Mr. Perera sits back down, grumbling like a summer thunderstorm. “Está bien.4 What are 

you waiting for? Let’s play.”

“Domino Sundays” by Vivian Fernandez, from Spider Magazine, June 2011. Copyright © 2011 by Carus Publishing 
Company d/b/a Cricket Media.

3buenos días: good morning 

4está bien: okay 
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Grade 3 | Reading
463666 Shared Stimulus  

Passage 2

Grandpa Drives a Milk Truck 
by Adrienne Ehlert Bashista

 1   “Up you go!” Grandpa says. He boosts me into the cab of his truck.
 2  I rub the sleep out of my eyes. It’s morning, but it’s still dark outside. Grandpa leaves for 

his milk route at 4 a.m.
 3   “Buckled in?” he asks.
 4   I nod.
 5   “Let’s hit the road, kid.” Grandpa eases the truck out of the shed. He drives his route every 

day. This is the first time he’s asked me to come along. I’m sleepy, but also excited.
 6   “Want some?” Grandpa asks.
 7   I nod. He hands me the cocoa bottle. Its shape reminds me of Grandpa’s truck. His truck 

is insulated to keep the milk cold. The bottle is insulated to keep the hot chocolate hot.

© Illustration by D. Brent Burkett

 8   The sun has started to peek above the trees when we leave the highway and turn onto a 
country road. I roll down my window. The air smells like hay and manure.

 9   “Almost there,” Grandpa says.
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Grade 3 | Reading

 10  In a few minutes we pull into a long driveway. Grandpa stops the truck next to a barn, 
and we climb down. The smell of cow manure is even stronger now, and the air is wet and  
dewy.

 11  I wonder if the cows are sleepy or if they like getting up this early.
 12  “Hey there, Don,” Mr. Turner, the farmer, says to my grandpa. “We’re ready for you.”
 13   Grandpa goes to the back of his truck and opens a door in the side of the cooling tank. 

Inside is a hose. He pulls the end loose and carries it into the barn.
 14  I follow him. “What’s in there?” I ask, pointing to a large metal tank.
 15  “Milk,” Grandpa says. “The farmer milks the cows, and it’s pumped to this tank. The tanks 

cool the milk down.”
 16  “Cool it down?” I ask. “I thought milk was always cold.”
 17  Grandpa laughs. “Not when it comes out of the cow, it’s not. When it comes out of the cow, it’s 

warm. The farmer cools it down so it doesn’t spoil.”
 18  Grandpa attaches the hose to a pipe on the side of the tank and flips a switch. I can hear 

a noise that sounds like chugga-chugga-chugga. “I turned on the pump,” Grandpa explains. 
“The milk is sucked through the hose to the tank on my truck.”

 19  Before long Grandpa is finished. “See you tomorrow, Stan,” Grandpa calls and helps me 
back up to my seat.

 20   We go to six more farms. At each farm Grandpa does the same thing: uncoils the hose, 
hooks it up to the tank, and pumps the fresh milk into his truck. At the seventh farm, the 
farmer gives us some biscuits she made.

 21   Snack in hand, we’re back on the road, headed for town.

“Grandpa Drives a Milk Truck” by Adrienne Ehlert Bashista, from Ladybug Magazine, April 2016. Copyright © 2016 by 
Carus Publishing Company d/b/a Cricket Media.
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Grade 3 | Reading

Alignment 
STANDARD: RL.03.07

KEY: D

463670  D  MC 

1. What does the picture in Passage 1 mainly show?

A the heat of the day

B the steps for playing dominoes

C the thoughts and feelings of Abuelo’s friends

D the closeness between Yolanda and her grandfather

Alignment 
STANDARD: RL.03.04

KEY: B

463672  B  MC

2. In paragraph 27 of Passage 1, what does the phrase grumbling like a summer thunderstorm 
most likely show about Mr. Perera?

A He feels sad.

B He feels bothered.

C He is interested in others.

D He is comfortable with change.
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Grade 3 | Reading

Alignment 
STANDARD: RL.03.03

KEY: C

463668  C  MC 

3. Based on Passage 1, what is most important to Yolanda?

A living in the city

B winning at dominoes

C spending time with Abuelo

D getting up early on Sundays

Alignment 
STANDARD: RL.03.07

KEY: D

463674  D  MC

4. What does the picture in Passage 2 mainly show?

A Grandpa enjoys his job.

B The country air is fresh.

C The truck is large and speedy.

D Grandpa and the boy have fun together.
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Grade 3 | Reading

Alignment 
STANDARD: RL.03.01

KEY: A, C

463676  A;C  EBSR

This question has two parts. Be sure to answer both parts of the question.

5. Which word best describes the boy in Passage 2?

A curious

B helpful

C hungry

D bored

Which detail from the passage best supports the answer to the question above?

A “I rub the sleep out of my eyes.”

B “In a few minutes we pull into a long driveway.”

C “I wonder if the cows are sleepy or if they like getting up this early.”

D “Snack in hand, we’re back on the road, headed for town.”
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Grade 3 | Reading

Alignment 
STANDARD: RL.03.03

KEY: N/A

463678  Extended Text 

6. Explain how the boy in Passage 2 feels about his day in the milk truck. Use details from the 
passage to support your answer.

Rubric

Score Description

3  The response is a clear, complete, and accurate explanation of how the boy in Passage 2 feels about his day 
with Grandpa. The response contains important details from the passage.

2 The response is a somewhat clear or partial explanation of how the boy in Passage 2 feels about his day with 
Grandpa. The response includes limited details from the passage and may include misinterpretations.

1

The response is a minimal explanation of how the boy in Passage 2 feels about his day with Grandpa. The 
response contains few or no details from the passage and may include misinterpretations.

OR

The response relates minimally to the task.

0 The response is incorrect or irrelevant or contains insufficient information to demonstrate comprehension.

Blank No response

Scoring Notes
An explanation of how the boy in Passage 2 feels about his day in the milk truck will include that the boy had a good day. 
Relevant details from the text may include, but are not limited to:

�� The boy is agreeable to being awakened early and leaving at 4 a.m. He nods yes when Grandpa asks if he’s buckled in.
�� The illustration shows the boy enjoying hot cocoa with Grandpa.
�� The boy rolls down his window to breathe in the fresh air.
�� The boy considers the cows: “I wonder if the cows are sleepy or if they like getting up this early.”
�� The boy shows an interest in his grandpa’s work. (“‘What’s in there?’ I ask, pointing to a large metal tank.”) He then watches 

Grandpa as he connects the hoses and the tanks so that the milk can pump into the milk truck.

Other interpretations are acceptable if supported by relevant details from the text.
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Grade 3 | Reading
463678 

Score Point 3

Grandpa and the boy had a nice time together enjoying the truck ride.  He is excited He learned 
some things like that milke is warm and insualted and got a treat of cocoa bottle and got a 
snack of biscuits at the end.  All the expariances he learned and did the ride all day. He says 
“granpa laughs” so he had fun with his kid and probably wants to come again.

ANNOTATIONS
Response provides a clear, complete, and accurate explanation of how the boy in Passage 2 feels about his day in the milk 
truck. Response includes information from the passage to explain why the boy and Grandpa “had a nice time together” and 
the boy is excited. The boy learned about warm milk, had a treat of cocoa, and had a snack of biscuits.

Score Point 2

even though the air smells like hay and manure it looks like the boy liked his ride. It smells bad. 
He is with his grampa thou so likes it a lot and drinks milk

ANNOTATIONS
Response provides a partial explanation of how the boy in Passage 2 feels about his day in the milk truck. Response 
recognizes that the boy “liked his ride” but includes only limited details to explain why.

Score Point 1

he had a good time. The millk was cold. he like the truck.

ANNOTATIONS
Response provides a minimal explanation of how the boy in Passage 2 feels about his day in the milk truck. Response 
recognizes that the boy “had a good time” but includes few details. Response indicates “The milk was cold,” but this 
statement is not connected to why the boy had a good time.

Score Point 0

I dont kno but that boy chocolat milk makes him sick

ANNOTATIONS
Response is incorrect. Response does not explain how the boy in Passage 2 feels about his day in the milk truck. Response 
includes inaccurate details; the chocolate milk did not make the boy sick.
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Grade 3 | Reading

Alignment 
STANDARD: RL.03.09

KEY: N/A

463700  Extended Text 

7. You have read two passages. Each passage is about a grandchild and grandparent. Write a 
paragraph comparing the plots of the two passages.

In your paragraph be sure to
• Explain how the plots in the passages are alike.
• Explain how the plots in the passages are different.
• Use details from both passages to support your answer.

Rubric

Score Description

3 The student responds to all of the prompt; demonstrates accurate and thorough understanding of the central 
ideas expressed in the sources; explicitly references relevant details in both sources.

2 The student responds to all or most of the prompt; demonstrates accurate understanding of the central ideas 
expressed in the sources; references relevant information from one or both sources.

1
The student responds to the topic of the prompt; shows some comprehension of what one or both sources 
say by referring to ideas in the sources; shows limited understanding of the central ideas expressed in the 
sources.

0 The response is incorrect or irrelevant or contains insufficient information to demonstrate comprehension.

Blank No response

Scoring Notes
A paragraph that compares the plots of the two passages may include, but is not limited to:

Similarities
�� The passages both contain grandchildren spending time with grandparents.
�� Both passages demonstrate the importance of spending time with, learning from, and/or enjoying time with older family 

members. Yolanda plays dominoes with Abuelo while the narrator in Passage 2 picks up and delivers milk with Grandpa, yet 
they both enjoy the day.

Differences
�� In Passage 1, Yolanda does not know that she will spend the day as her grandfather’s partner. In Passage 2, the boy knows 

that he is going to spend the day with his grandfather.
�� In Passage 1, Yolanda walks to a park in Miami. In Passage 2. the boy rides in a truck to the country.
�� In Passage 1, Abuelo and Yolanda play dominoes just for fun on a weekend.
�� In Passage 2, the narrator, a boy, wakes up early to spend a day working with his grandpa who picks up and delivers milk 

from local dairy farms.
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Grade 3 | Reading
463678 

Score Point 3

Stories are similar.  Both children spend a newday with their grandfather doing something new 
like dominoes and delivring milk. Even though they have never done that before. Stories are 
different. One is a girl playing a game and she maybe speaks spanish, but the other boy goes to 
farms and learns about trucks, milk is warm, and smells the farms.  They both learn something 
but it is diffrent. They both love there grandpa even though there old. And can spend a day 
with them in the park or country. One has roosters and one has cows. That’s how they are alike 
and different.

ANNOTATIONS
Response explains how the plots in the stories are alike. Both children spend the day with a grandfather doing something 
they have not done before, playing dominoes and delivering milk. Response also explains that the plots are different. One 
child plays a game with the grandfather and speaks Spanish. The other is working with his grandfather and learns about the 
truck, the milk, and the smells of the farm. Response includes relevant details from both passages in the comparison of the 
plots and demonstrate a thorough understanding of the central ideas expressed in the passages.

Score Point 2

The plot in the domino Sundays is because a person and her grandfather are doing stuff 
together, and the plot in the Grandpa drives a Milk Truck is because a boy and his grandfather 
too.  They both like them. They’re different because one a girland one a boy. There same 
because the grandparent.

ANNOTATIONS
Response notes that the plot in each passage involves someone interacting with a grandfather he or she likes. Response 
indicates the plots are different because one character is a boy and the other is a girl. Response includes some relevant 
information from both passages.

Score Point 1

How they are difrent is one is in the milk truck and one is not. And similar because there are 
people

ANNOTATIONS
Response identifies a difference in each passage. One character is in a milk truck and the other is not. Response notes “there 
are people” in both passages, but this similarity is too vague to receive credit. Response shows limited understanding of the 
central ideas expressed in the passages.

Score Point 0

I read both stories and they are not books . they are small books

ANNOTATIONS
Response is irrelevant; it does not address the prompt.



Support Materials | 2828

Grade 3 | Writing

My Father Meets Some Tigers*

While traveling through a very thick jungle, a boy hears noises that indicate animals are 
following him. He finds himself in a clearing totally surrounded by angry, hungry tigers that plan 
to eat him. The boy tricks the tigers by offering them a special chewing gum that he says will turn 
green and can be planted to grow more gum. The tigers become so interested in watching to see 
if the gum turns green that they forget about the boy.

My Father Meets a Lion*

A boy tries to avoid an angry, roaring lion, but the lion sees him and plans to eat him. The boy 
asks why the lion was yelling. He learns the lion is upset that his mane is a tangled mess, which 
will upset the lion’s mother. The boy offers to help the lion comb, brush, and braid his mane with 
ribbons.  While the lion is busy grooming his mane, the boy is able to sneak away.

*This paragraph summarizes one of the passages students referenced when responding to the writing prompt.

Directions
Read the passage summaries. Then answer the question that follows.
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Alignment 
STANDARD: W.03.03, L.03.01, L.03.02, L.03.03

KEY: N/A

Write your answer to question 1 in the space provided in your Student Answer Booklet. 
190361A  WP Extended Text

1. A good story has a beginning, a problem to be solved in the middle, and an end when the 
problem is solved.

You have read two stories about a boy who is lost in a jungle. In each story, the boy quickly 
thinks of a way to get out of trouble.

Write a new story about a character who thinks of a way to get out of trouble. Be sure to

• tell the beginning, middle, and end of the story.
• describe the setting where your story happens.
• show the main character through words, thoughts, actions, and feelings.
• describe or show the problem the main character has to solve.
• make sure the character solves the problem before the end of the story.

After you have written your first draft, use the checklist on the next page to revise your 
response.
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WRITER’S CHECKLIST 

You have now written a rough draft of your essay. Use the following checklist to revise 
your writing and create a final essay.

 r I gave the story a title that tells what the story is about.

 r I wrote a story where a character has to solve a problem.

 r I put the events in order from beginning to end.

 r I used words that make the story interesting and exciting.

 r I used both simple and complex sentences.

 r I used correct grammar.

 r I spelled words correctly.

 r I used correct punctuation.
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190361A  WP Extended Text 

Score Point 4444

ANNOTATIONS
Development and Elaboration of Ideas (4): This narrative thoroughly develops a story in support of the task. A consistently 
maintained focus is demonstrated as the story describes the rainforest setting, Miranda and the tiger, the “trouble,” and the 
solution. The reader has a sense of the character as she deals with fear (of being lost and as she confronts the tiger) and 
then compassion and relief. Specific and relevant details, such as the descriptions of sounds and movements, are consistent 
and support the scene. The use of dialogue also contributes to an effectively elaborated upon story. 
Organization (4): The beginning, middle, and end of the story is told with coherence and clarity. The engaging introduction 
sets the stage for the story, which follows a well-executed sequence of events (from getting lost, to being chased by the 
tiger, to working out the “trouble”) to an effective conclusion. Subtle transitions move the reader through the sequence 
of events.
Writing Style and Vocabulary (4): Word choices are effective in supporting the storyline (“splosh,” “squelch,” “steady beat,” 
“suddenly disappeared”).  Transitions are varied, whether scene-setting, dialogue, or sequential movement (“So Miranda 
carefully”). 
Conventions (4): This narrative demonstrates a consistent command of conventions. There are very few errors (“I just have to 
find the tour group. She thought.”; “the tiger said the tiger in surprise”).



Support Materials | 3333

Grade 3 | Writing
190361A  WP Extended Text 

Score Point 3332

ANNOTATIONS
Development and Elaboration of Ideas (3): This narrative shows a keen awareness of the task, and there is sufficient 
development of the story. It generally maintains focus as it provides some relevant details about Katy, the trip, the ocean, 
the shark, the “trouble,” and the solution. The events, however, happen quickly without full, sustained elaboration. The 
narrative techniques used are generally successful. The details and descriptions of the shark encounter aid in advancing the 
story.
Organization (3): This story includes a beginning, a middle, and an end. Though brief, what is here is logical and illustrates 
the character’s experience getting out of trouble. Transitions are largely “then” and “so.” The separation of the first and 
second paragraphs creates some suspense for the reader, but it is not sustained. The story has an effective conclusion that 
connects the reader to the story. 
Writing Style and Vocabulary (3): The narrative uses appropriate language, such as “quieker then you can blink youre eyes,” 
“he showed his teeth,” and “before he could finish his sentence.”
Conventions (2): Errors are consistent and demonstrate a partial command of basic conventions. The text contains a pattern 
of errors that partially interfere with comprehension: incorrect article “a,” lowercase “katy,” usage error with “Know,” lack of 
quotation marks, and punctuation errors.
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190361A  WP Extended Text 

Score Point 3322

ANNOTATIONS
Development and Elaboration of Ideas (3): This narrative demonstrates a minor awareness of thinking of a way to get out 
of trouble. The focus is primarily on the cat after resolution of the problem rather than on the “trouble” and solution. The 
details about the cat are relevant and generally “fleshed out.” Dialogue and descriptions convey feelings and advance the 
story for the reader.
Organization (3): This story includes a beginning, a middle, and an end and demonstrates coherence. There is a clear 
introduction and a clear, but abrupt, conclusion. The writing relies not on simple transitions but on a more seamless 
approach to move the reader through the narrative. 
Writing Style and Vocabulary (2): Language is basic and relies heavily on elongated sentences using “and” and “also.” There 
is not enough variety in word choice to establish sustained use of appropriate language. 
Conventions (2): There are many errors that demonstrate partial command of conventions. Spelling and punctuation errors 
partially interfere with comprehension. Quotation marks, however, are used correctly. 
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190361A  WP Extended Text 

Score Point 1112

ANNOTATIONS
Development and Elaboration of Ideas (1): This story demonstrates that a personal narrative is acceptable. There is an 
attempt to tell about how the two people encounter a problem and how they solve that problem. However, the story is 
minimally developed with little attempt at narrative techniques. 
Organization (1): Because of its brevity, the introduction and conclusion are not satisfactory. There are also no transitional 
strategies demonstrated other than the use of “then.”
Writing Style and Vocabulary (1): There are too few words to indicate use of appropriate language. The words that are used 
are fairly generic and repetitive.
Conventions (2): The narrative demonstrates partial command of conventions though the short length does not establish 
whether that control could be sustained in a longer piece of writing. The spelling and punctuation errors do not detract from 
understanding.

Score Point 1111

ANNOTATIONS
Development and Elaboration of Ideas (1): This is an attempt to write a story about a character (in this case the writer) 
that is in trouble and must think of a way to get out of the trouble. However, it is undeveloped. Details are unfocused and 
confusing. It is not clear to the reader exactly who is talking or how the information is important to the storyline. There is 
an effort to use dialogue; however, it is unsuccessful because of the confusion. 
Organization (1): The narrative demonstrates minimal coherence and clarity. There is a weak introduction and conclusion, 
but no transitions. Because of the confused details, the events appear disjointed. 
Writing Style and Vocabulary (1): Language is rudimentary and imprecise. There are too few words to indicate use of 
appropriate language. The words that are used are fairly generic and repetitive. 
Conventions (1): Errors in conventions are distracting and add to the confusion of the narrative. Question marks are used 
inappropriately. Quotation marks are not used to indicate dialogue. Spelling and other punctuation errors are numerous and 
interfere with comprehension.
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Directions
Read the passage. Then answer the questions that follow.
461832 Passage Shared Stimulus  

Wim
1. One morning, a young joey named Wim woke up early. 2. The group of kangaroos he lived 

with was still asleep. 3. He lay there quietly in bed near his mother. 4. He put his hands inside 
her pouch to keep them warm. 5. The opening was big enough for Wim to sit in. 6. When they 
went places, his mother carried him in it.

7. Wim and his mother went out for the day. 8. Wim looked for empty birds nests. 9. When 
his mother bent down to eat grass, he saw one on the ground. 10. He lifted it up and stuffed it 
inside her pouch.

11. Wim met his friends out riding around. 12. He showed them the nest in the pouch. 
13. “Let’s see who can fill their own mom’s pouch the fullest with stuff we find,” he said.

14. “That sounds fun!” his friends said.
15. They collected rocks, flowers, and other things that caught their eyes. 16. In between 

then, the pouches were so full they dragged on the ground. 17. Then Wim felt something fuzzy 
rubbing against his foot. 18. He reached into the pouch and pulled out a caterpillar. 19. He 
laughed.

20. “Look at this, Mom! 21. I didn’t know there was a caterpillar in that nest! 22. I’ll place it 
here on this bush in the shade,” he said.

23. Wim showed the caterpillar to his friends.

“Wim” © 2015 by Measured Progress.
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Alignment 
STANDARD: L.03.01.d

KEY: A

461848 A MC

1. How should the underlined word in sentence 1 be changed?

A NO CHANGE

B woked

C waked

D wakened

Alignment 
STANDARD: L.03.01.a

KEY: B

461836 B MC

2. Read sentence 3 below.

He lay there quietly in bed near his mother.

Which of the underlined words in the sentence tells how Wim does something?

A lay

B quietly

C bed

D mother
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Alignment 
STANDARD: W.03.05

KEY: D

461838 D MC

3. Which sentence should be added after sentence 4 to help the reader understand the story?

A The birds were awake, too, and already singing.

B Soon, he could get up and go play with his friends.

C When he went out, he thought he would find empty nests.

D A mother kangaroo’s pouch is a part of her body that is like a bag.

Alignment 
STANDARD: L.03.02.d

KEY: C

461852 C MC

4. How should the underlined word in sentence 8 be changed?

A NO CHANGE

B bird’s

C birds’

D birds’s
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Alignment 
STANDARD: L.03.04.a

KEY: A

461840 A MC

5. What does the word “stuffed” mean as it is used in sentence 10?

A packed

B moved

C saved

D tied

Alignment 
STANDARD: L.03.02.e

KEY: A

461856 A MC

6. How should the underlined word in sentence 14 be changed?

A NO CHANGE

B has sounded

C will sound

D sounded
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Alignment 
STANDARD: W.03.03.c

KEY: B

461842 B MC

7. How should the underlined words in sentence 16 be changed to most clearly show the 
order of events?

A Long ago

B After a while

C Shortly before

D At the same time

Alignment 
STANDARD: L.03.02.c

KEY: A

461844 A MC

8. How should sentence 22 be changed?

A NO CHANGE

B “I’ll place it here on this bush, in the shade he said.”

C “I’ll place it here, on this bush in the shade, he said.”

D “I’ll place it here on this bush in the shade” he said.
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Alignment 
STANDARD: W.03.03.d

KEY: D, C

461846 D;C EBSR

This question has two parts. Be sure to answer both parts of the question.

9. Which sentence should be added at the end of the passage to make the best ending?

A They looked at it and brushed its fuzzy body.

B Then he went to put the caterpillar back in the nest.

C It was the first time he had ever had a pet caterpillar.

D It was the cutest thing any of them had found all day.

Which detail from the passage best supports the answer above?

A “Then Wim felt something fuzzy rubbing against his foot.”

B “He reached into the pouch and pulled out a caterpillar.”

C “Look at this, Mom!”

D “I didn’t know there was a caterpillar in that nest!”




