
Social Studies Graduation Standards Rubrics 

Social Studies Graduation Standards: History 
Standard 4 3 2 1 
Apply and 

demonstrate 
knowledge of the 

major eras, enduring 
themes, turning points 
and historic influences 
to analyze the forces of 
continuity and change 
in the community, the 

state, the United 
States and the world. 

Concisely and 
accurately forms an 
historical argument 

and makes 
connections by 

selecting pertinent 
information from 

multiple primary and 
secondary sources. 

Adequately and 
accurately forms an 
historical argument 

and makes 
connections by 

selecting pertinent 
information from 

multiple primary and 
secondary sources. 

 

Attempts to form an 
adequate historical 

argument, with some 
accuracy and using 

some historical 
connections through 

the selection of limited 
information from 

multiple primary and 
secondary sources 

Inaccurately forms 
and argues an 

historical argument 
which lacks 

connections and 
through the selection 

of irrelevant 
information from 

multiple primary and 
secondary sources. 

 
 

Social Studies Graduation Standards: Government 
Standard 4 3 2 1 

Apply understanding of the 
ideals and purposes of 

founding documents, the 
principles and structures 

of the constitutional 
government in the United 
States, and the American 

political system to analyze 
interrelationships among 

civics, government and 
politics in the past and 
present, in Maine, the 
United States and the 

world. 
 

Concisely and 
accurately analyzes 
current or historical 
issues by providing 

evidence, reasoning, 
and describing the 
impact of events or 

various groups using 
the following 

elements; political, 
economic and social as 
found in primary and 

secondary sources. 

Adequately and 
accurately analyzes 
current or historical 
issues by providing 

evidence, reasoning, 
and describing the 
impact of events or 

various groups using 
the following 

elements; political, 
economic and social as 
found in primary and 

secondary sources 

Attempts to accurately 
analyzes current or 
historical issues by 
providing evidence, 

reasoning, and 
describing the impact 
of events or various 

groups using the 
following elements; 
political, economic 

and social as found in 
primary and 

secondary sources 

Inaccurately analyzes 
current or historical 

issues by not utilizing 
evidence, reasoning, 
and describing the 
impact of events or 

various groups using 
the following 

elements; political, 
economic and social as 
found in primary and 

secondary sources 



Social Studies Graduation Standards Rubrics 

Social Studies Graduation Standards: Geography 
Standard 4 3 2 1 

Analyze the physical, 
human and 

environmental 
geography of Maine, 

the United States and 
various regions of the 
world to evaluate the 

interdependent 
relationships and 
challenges facing 

human systems in the 
past, present and 

future. 

Concisely and 
accurately evaluates 
the physical, human 
and environmental 

geography of various 
regions in 

demonstrating the 
political, economic 

and social 
relationships and 
challenges facing 

human systems in the 
past, present and 

future. 

Adequately and 
accurately evaluates 
the physical, human 
and environmental 

geography of various 
regions in 

demonstrating the 
political, economic 

and social 
relationships and 
challenges facing 

human systems in the 
past, present and 

future. 

Attempts to accurately 
evaluate the physical, 

human and 
environmental 

geography of various 
regions in 

demonstrating the 
political, economic 

and social 
relationships and 
challenges facing 

human systems in the 
past, present and 

future. 

Inaccurately evaluate 
the physical, human 
and environmental 

geography of various 
regions to 

demonstrating the 
political, economic 

and social 
relationships and 
challenges facing 

human systems in the 
past, present and 

future. 

 
Social Studies Graduation Standards: Economics 

Standard 4 3 2 1 
Understand and apply 

the concepts and 
processes from 
economics to 

understand issues of 
personal finance and 
issues of production, 

distribution and 
consumption in the 

community, Maine, the 
United States and the 

world. 

Concisely and 
accurately analyzes 
various economic 

systems from around 
the world by 

connecting each 
system to the role it 
plays in it’s political, 
economic and social 

influence. 

Adequately and 
accurately analyzes 
various economic 

systems from around 
the world by 

connecting each 
system to the role it 
plays in it’s political, 
economic and social 

influence. 

Attempts to accurately 
analyzes various 

economic systems 
from around the world 

and connect each 
system to the role it 
plays in it’s political, 
economic and social 

influence. 

Inaccurately analyzes 
various economic 

systems from around 
the world and unable 

to connect each 
system to the role it 
plays in it’s political, 
economic and social 

influence. 



Social Studies Graduation Standards Rubrics 

Social Studies Graduation Standards: Civics 
Standards 4 3 2 1 

Apply the attributes of 
a responsible and 
involved citizen to 
affect a real world 

issue based on a local 
need. 

 

Concisely and logically 
analyzes and presents 

a resolution for an 
issue by identifying 
the pros and cons of 

various solutions from 
various sources. 

Adequately and 
logically analyzes and 
presents a resolution 

for an issue by 
identifying the pros 
and cons of various 

solutions from various 
sources. 

Attempts to logically 
analyze and present a 
resolution for an issue 
by identifying the pros 

and cons of various 
solutions from various 

sources. 

Illogically analyzes 
and presents a 

resolution for an issue 
by being unable to 

identify the pros and 
cons of various 

solutions from various 
source. 

 


