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Standard I  
Disciplinary Literacy 

Students show literacy in the discipline by understanding concepts, skills, terminology 
and processes.

	 

	 a. Students use accumulated knowledge of the discipline’s terminology, and/or

	 	 symbology.


	 b. Students use tools of the discipline.


	 c. Students apply terminology, symbology, and tools to techniques, and/or 	
	 	 processes to demonstrate understanding of the discipline.


The response to this activity provides evidence of the student’s understanding of the 
discipline through use and application of correct terminology, symbology, concepts, 
tools, and skills using language, techniques, and processes specific to the art form.


4. The response demonstrates a strong and effective ability to correctly use and an 	
outstanding attempt to apply the terminology, symbology, concepts, tools, skills, 	
techniques, and processes within the art form.


3. The response demonstrates a considerable attempt to correctly use and a clearly 	
demonstrated attempt to apply the terminology, symbology, tools, concepts, skills, 
techniques, and processes within the art form.


2. The response demonstrates an adequate attempt to correctly use and a 	
demonstrated attempt to apply the terminology, symbology, concepts, tools, skills, 
techniques, and processes within the art form.


1. The response demonstrates some attempt to correctly identify but minimal ability to 
	 apply the terminology, symbology, concepts, tools, skills, techniques, and 	
processes necessary within the art form.
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Standard II 

Create/Produce/Express 
Students create, present, and express through an arts discipline.


	 a. Analyze, interpret, and select artistic work for presentation.

	 b. Develop and refine artistic work.

	 c. Convey meaning through the artistic work.


The response to this activity provides evidence of the student’s ability to create art 
forms from observation, memory, and imagination to convey ideas, expression, or 
personal meaning with attention to point of view, detail, and characteristics specific to 
the art form.


4. The artwork demonstrates a strong and effective ability to elicit audience response 	
through symbolic content and/or imagery to portray or express an idea or 	
personal meaning using purposeful detail (visual/audio clues) and intentional use 	
of elements specific to the art form.


3. The artwork demonstrates considerable ability to elicit audience response to use 	
symbolic content and/or imagery to portray or express an idea or personal 	
meaning using purposeful detail (visual/audio clues) and intentional use of 	
elements specific to the art form.


2. The artwork demonstrates adequate/general ability to evoke a contemporary event 
or issue (social or cultural) and provides general commentary/perspective towards 	
that event or issue


1. The artwork demonstrates minimal ability to evoke a contemporary event or issue 	
(social or cultural) and provides little/no commentary/perspective towards that 	 event 
or issue.
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Standard III  
Creative Problem Solving: Students use multiple solutions and artistic

	 problem solving in the creative process.


	 a. Students apply and analyze creative problem solving and creative-thinking 	
	 	 skills to improve or vary their own work and/or the work of others.

	 

	 b. Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work.

	 

	 c. Organize and develop artistic ideas and work


	 d. Refine and complete artistic work.


The response to this activity provides evidence of the student’s ability to create art 
forms from observation, memory, and imagination to convey ideas and personal 
meaning with attention to point of view, detail, and spatial relationships and plan 
personal artworks inspired by universal themes that reflect aspects of daily life.


4. The artwork demonstrates strong and effective ability to use symbolic content and/
or imagery to portray an idea using purposeful detail (visual/audio clues) and 	
purposeful use of art elements/principles of design to support making of 	 meaning.


3. The artwork demonstrates considerable ability to evoke a contemporary event or 	
issue (social or cultural) and provides clear commentary/perspective towards that 	
event or issue


2. The artwork demonstrates adequate/general ability to evoke a contemporary event 
or issue(social or cultural) and provides general commentary/perspective towards 	
that event or issue


1. The artwork demonstrates minimal ability to evoke a contemporary event or issue 	
(social or cultural) and provides little/no commentary/perspective towards that event or 
issue
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Standard IV  
Aesthetics, Criticism, and Response   

Students describe, analyze, interpret and evaluate (aesthetics) a piece of art (ie. music/
visual /art/drama)


The response to this activity provides evidence of the student’s understanding of the 
discipline through the use of description, analysis, interpretation, and evaluation of an 
artwork .


Describe: 

4. The student thoroughly observes and records, without a value judgement,  most of 
the details of the art work.


3. The student observes and records, without a value judgement, many of the details of 
a piece of artwork.


2. The student observes and records without a value judgement, some details of a 
piece of artwork.


1. The student observes and records a few details of a piece of artwork.


Analyze: 

4. The student can identify most of the elements and principles of design used in the 	
artwork thoroughly explaining how the elements are used together.


3: The student can identify many elements and principles of design used in the artwork 
explaining how a majority of those elements are used together. 


2. The student can identify some elements and principles of design used in the 	
artwork explaining how the elements are used together making only a few connections.


1. The student can identify only a few elements and principles of design used in an 
artwork with little or no explanation of connections.
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Interpret: 

4. The student thoroughly explains from his/her own point of view the mood, meaning, 	
and message of an artwork detailing his/her thought process employing a variety of  
artistic inferences to support his/her thought processes. 


3. The student makes a strong attempt to explain from his/her own point of view the 
mood, meaning and message of an artwork employing some artistic inferences to 
support his/her thought processes.


2. The student attempts to explain from his/her own point of view, the mood, meaning 
and message of an artwork employing few artistic inferences supporting his/her 
thought processes.


i. The student makes little attempt to explain from his/her own point of view the mood,

meaning and message of an artwork and is not able to support his/her thought 
processes using artistic inferences.


Evaluate/Aesthetics: 

4. The student is able to thoroughly justify whether or not they like or dislike a piece of

artwork (and/or) whether or not a work is successful (music/visual art/drama) using the 
elements and principles of the given art form.


3. The student adequately justifies whether or not they like or dislike a piece of artwork 
	 and whether or not the work is successful (music/visual art/drama) using the 	
elements and principles of the given art form.


2. The student offers some reasons why they like or dislike a piece of artwork and 	
whether or not the said work is successful (music/visual art/drama) using the 	
elements and principles of the given art form.


1. The student is not able to explain the reasons that they like or dislike an artwork 	
and/or provides few justifications for an artwork’s success or lack of success.




Arts Proficiency Rubric 8.19.15 

Standard V 
Connections 
Students understand the relationship among the arts, history and world cultures; they 
make connections between the arts and other disciplines and apply to interpersonal 
interaction.


The response to this activity provides evidence of the student’s ability to demonstrate 
that he/she can


Synthesize and relate knowledge and personal experiences to make art


4. The student produces an artwork that clearly demonstrates the use of his/her 
personal experience(s). 


3. The student produces an artwork that adequately demonstrates the use of his/her 
personal experience(s). 


2. The student produces an artwork that attempts to demonstrate the use of his/her 
personal experience(s). 


1. The student produces an artwork but it does not demonstrate the use of his/her 
personal experience(s). 


Relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural and historical context


4. The student thoroughly demonstrates relationships among societal, cultural, and 
historical contexts within or among artwork(s).


3. The student adequately demonstrates relationships among societal, cultural, and 
historical contexts within or among artwork(s).


2.The student partially demonstrates relationships among societal, cultural, and 
historical contexts within or among artwork(s).


1. The student produces a response but does not demonstrate a relationship among 
societal, cultural or historical contexts within or among artworks.
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Analyze skills and concepts that are similar across disciplines.


4. The student can identify many skills and concepts used in the artwork of several 
disciplines making complete connections.  


3.The student can identify several skills and concepts used in the artwork of multiple 
disciplines making many connections.  


2. The student can identify a few skills and concepts used in the artwork of two 
disciplines making some connections.


1. The student can identify only a few skills and concepts of design used in an artwork 
with little or no connection across disciplines. 


Demonstrate positive interpersonal skills and reflect on the impact of these skills on 
success in the arts.


4. The student consistently works well with others with minimal conflicts and 
cooperates with both students and staff during class. 


3. The student models teamwork and cooperation but occasionally has problems 
working with others or cooperating with staff.  The student can get back to work when 
redirected. 


2. The student is sporadically able to work with others and will only work with certain 
peers when directed. The student cooperates inconsistently with staff.


1. The student is consistently unable to work with other students and refuses to work in 
groups on a regular basis.  The student is often uncooperative with staff, disrupting 
learning for self and others.


