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Academic Expectation A. 3. Demonstrate media literacy: written communication skills. 

6 TRAITS 4
Exceeds

3
Meets

2
Partially Meets

1
Does Not Meet

A3. 1.
IDEAS

 
Well-defined main idea, thesis, or 

story line.

Well developed and focused 
ideas.

Intriguing and relevant details.

Evident main idea, thesis, or 
story line.

Mostly developed and focused 
ideas.

Sufficient relevant details.

Somewhat unclear main idea, 
thesis, or story line.

Underdeveloped or loosely 
focused ideas.

Insufficient relevant details.

Unclear main idea, thesis or 
story line. 

Undeveloped or unfocused 
ideas.

Lacking relevant details.

A3. 2.
ORGANIZATION

Distinct sense of direction. 

Thoughtful, logical structure that 
enhances the message.

Well-crafted transitions. 

Compelling lead and conclusion. 

Evident sense of direction. 

Logical, suitable structure. 

Evident transitions. 

Functional lead and 
conclusion.

Some sense of direction.  

Somewhat logical and effective 
structure. 

Minimal transitions. 

Formulaic or irrelevant lead and/or 
conclusion.

Disjointed or confusing sense of 
direction.

Illogical order with no 
recognizable structure.

Missing transitions. 

Missing lead or conclusion.

A3. 3. 
VOICE

Original and engaging voice (for 
creative piece). 

Highly appropriate tone for topic, 
audience, and purpose.

Somewhat original and 
engaging voice (for creative 
piece).

Acceptable tone for topic, 
audience and purpose.

 Indifferent, functional voice (for 
creative piece). 

Somewhat questionable tone for 
topic, audience and purpose. 

Unidentifiable, distant voice (for 
creative piece). 

Inappropriate tone for topic, 
audience or purpose. 

A3. 4. 
WORD CHOICE

Powerful, distinctive word choice 
that enhances meaning or imagery.

Lively verbs and precise nouns. 
 

Clear, concise wording.  

Appropriate word choice. 

Mostly lively verbs and specific 
nouns.

Generally clear and concise 
wording.

Some incorrect or awkward word 
choice. 

Somewhat vague or stale verbs 
and nouns.

Somewhat unclear or 
inappropriate wording.

Distracting incorrect word 
choice.  

Weak and vague verbs and 
nouns. 

Imprecise or unclear wording

A3. 5.
SENTENCE 
FLUENCY

Varied sentence length and style. 

Smooth phrasing and rhythm. 

Highly effective structure that 
enhances meaning. 

Mostly varied sentence length 
and style.

Mostly smooth phrasing. 

Effective structure that suits 
meaning. 

Formulaic sentence length and 
style. 

 Choppy or awkward phrasing. 

 Overly mechanical structure.

Monotonous length and style.  

Significantly awkward phrasing.

Ineffective structure that clouds 
meaning. 

A3. 6.
CONVENTIONS

(grammar, punctuation, 
spelling)

Publishable text. 

Skillful application of a wide 
range of conventions.

Minor errors do not interfere 
with meaning.

Adequate application of 
conventions.

Noticeable, somewhat distracting 
errors.

Inadequate application of 
conventions.

Serious, frequent errors. 

Misuse of conventions. 
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