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Rubric Sampler

General Conceptual Understanding Rubric (Grades 5–12)

Conceptual understanding is the extent to which students understand the content to be learned.

High
A high score in conceptual understanding means that the student shows an accurate and extensive 
understanding of the topic. This can be shown in many ways, including the following:

• Correct and precise use of terminology.

• Precise selection of the pieces of information required to make a point (no more, no less).

• Correct and appropriate use of examples and counterexamples.

• Few errors in information.

• Connections made to other, related topics.

• Demonstration of which distinctions are important to make.

• Key concepts identified and addressed.

• A relevant focus sustained throughout the work.

• Relevant use of a diagram or graph; knows when such things will aid understanding.

• Concise explanations that are to the point.

Medium
A medium score in conceptual understanding means that the student presents some important 
information, but there is a sense that the student is only about halfway home in terms of under-
standing. Performance is indicated by the following:

• Reasonably clear ideas, but the reader needs to make some guesses as to what the student 
meant.

• Even though a general point is made, the student hasn’t fine tuned the topic.

• Some parts of the work seem repetitive.

• The balance in the work seems a little off.

• Some vocabulary is used well, some is not.

• Some examples and graphics are appropriate, some aren’t.

• Sometimes the student seems to know which concepts and points are most important and 
telling; other times not.

• Information seems to be based on retelling rather than the student making his or her own 
connections.

• The focus tends to shift.
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Low
A low score in conceptual understanding indicates that the student is still searching for the connec-
tions that will make the content meaningful. Weak performance is indicated by such things as the 
following:

• Ideas are extremely limited or hard to understand, even when the reader tries to draw 
inferences based on what is there.

• The text may be repetitious or read like a collection of disconnected, random thoughts.

• Information is inaccurate.

• Terminology is used incorrectly.

• There is little sense of which information is most important.

• Visual displays, when used, are not helpful or unrelated to any points the student is trying to 
make.
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