
Grade K Unit 2: Identify and Describe Shapes (2 weeks) 

Stage 1 – Desired Results 

Established Goals 
 
Unit Description   
Students describe their physical work using geometric ideas and vocabulary. They identify, name, and describe basic 
two-dimensional shapes presented in a variety of ways as well as three-dimensional shapes. The Mathematical Practices 
should be evident throughout instruction and connected to the content addressed in this unit. Students should engage 
in mathematical tasks that provide an opportunity to connect content and practices. 
 
Common Core Learning Standards 
K.G.1: Describe objects in the environment using names of shapes, & describe the relative positions of these objects 
using terms such as above, below, beside, in front of, behind, & next to 
 
K.G.2: Correctly name shapes regardless of their orientations or overall size 
 
K.G.3: Identify shapes as two dimensional (lying in a plane, “flat”) or three-dimensional (“solid”) 
 
Common Core Standards of Mathematical Practice 

1. Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.  
2. Reason abstractly and quantitatively.  
3. Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others.  
4. Model with mathematics.  
5. Use appropriate tools strategically.  
6. Attend to precision.  
7. Look for and make use of structure.  
8. Look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning.  

 
ESL Language Standards 
Standard 1: Students will listen, speak, read, and write in English for information and understanding 

 1. 4: Compare, contrast, and categorize to gain a deeper understanding of information and objects  

 1.5: Formulate, ask, and respond to questions to obtain and provide information and meaning 

 1.7: Present information clearly in oral and graphic forms  

 1.9: Convey information, using some organizational patterns and structures 

 1.13: Engage in collaborative activities through a variety of student groupings to gather, share, discuss, and 
present information 

 1.15: Apply self-monitoring and self-correcting strategies for language production 
 

Standard 3: Students will listen, speak, read, and write in English for critical analysis and evaluation 

 3.4 Evaluate students’ own and others’ work individual and collaboratively, on the basis of establish criteria 

 3.5 Speak persuasively and clearly with attention to appropriate grammar, vocabulary, and pronunciation 

 3.9 Apply learning strategies to explore a variety of materials 
 

Standard 4: Students will listen, speak, read, and write in English for classroom and social interaction 

 4.4 Listen attentively and take turns speaking when engaged in pair, group, or full-class discussions on personal, 
social, and academic topics (L,S) 

 4.7 Follow oral and written directions to participate in classroom and social activities (L,R) 

 4.8 Negotiate and manage interactions to accomplish social and classroom tasks (R,W,L,S) 

Big Ideas 
1. Two- and three-dimensional objects with or without 

Essential Questions 
1. What do we look at when we try to identify a shape? 



curved surfaces can be described, classified, and analyzed 
by their attributes 

1. How can we combine shapes to make different shapes? 
1. How can we take shapes apart to form new shapes? 

Content (Students will know….) 
A. Shapes have names (KG1, KG2) 
 
B. Shapes have sides and angles which can be counted 
(KG1, KG2) 
 
C. Some shapes are flat (two-dimensional) and some 
shapes are solid (three-dimensional) (KG3) 
 
D. Objects can be similar to one another in some ways and 
different from one another in other ways (KG1, KG2, KG3) 
 
E. There is more than one way to classify most shapes and 
solids (KG2, KG3) 
 
G. Words can be used to describe the position/location of 
an object (KG1) 

Skills (Students will be able to…) 
A.1. Locate and identify two-dimensional shapes  
A.2. Name and match shapes regardless of their 
orientations and overall sizes 
 
B.1. Identify and count the sides and angles of shapes 
 
C.1. Locate and identify three-dimensional shapes 
C.2. Differentiate between two-dimensional shapes and 
three-dimensional shapes and use correct vocabulary 
(two-dimensional, three-dimensional) 
 
D.1. Compare and contrast shapes (color, size, number of 
sides/angles, dimensions) 
G.1. Describe the relative positions of objects using correct 
position/location vocabulary 

Terms/ Vocabulary 
shape, circle, square, triangle, rectangle, hexagon, trapezoid, rhombus, attribute, two-dimensional, flat, side, edge, 
angle, three-dimensional, solid, cube, cone, cylinder, sphere, corner, face, same, different, above, below, beside, in front 
of, behind, next to, in between, over, on top of, around 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 
 

Initial Task:  The Shape Parade 
Final Performance Task: Danny’s Dinosaur Dig 
 

Other Evidence 
Teacher observation, conferencing, teacher designed 
assessment pieces, student work, exit slips, journal entries 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 
 

Everyday Mathematics /Impact Mathematic Lessons – 
 The following lessons will support some of the CCLS & essential questions outlined in this unit map: 

 K.G.1: 1-15, 2-1, 2-2, 2-3, 2-11, 2-15, 3-10, 3-11, 6-3, 6-6, 7-3, Project 7, 8-3, 8-13, Project 8 
 

 K.G.2: 1-2, 1-15, 2-1, 2-2, 2-3, 2-5, 2-6, 2-11, 2-15, 3-10, 3-11, 4-1, 4-3, 4-4, 4-8, 4-9, 4-10, 4-13, 4-14, 5-3, 6-3, 
6-6, 7-3, 7-4, 8-3, 8-13 
 

 K.G.3: 2-1, 2-2, 6-3, 6-6, Project 6, 7-3, 7-4, 8-3, 8-13  
 

Additional Resources: 
http://www.k-5mathteachingresources.com/kindergarten-geometry.html 

 All activities listed under Kindergarten Geometry Activities 
 
Georgia Kindergarten Units: 
Unit 3: Sophisticated Shapes:  https://www.georgiastandards.org/Common-
Core/Common%20Core%20Frameworks/CCGPS_Math_K_Unit3FrameworkSE.pdf 

 Going on a Shape Hunt pgs. 18-24 

 Attributes Rule! pgs. 25-27 

 Exploration of Shapes pgs. 28-31 

 Touch it, Count it, Chart it pgs. 46-49 

 Build a Marshmallow Shape pgs. 63-65 
 

http://www.k-5mathteachingresources.com/kindergarten-geometry.html
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Common-Core/Common%20Core%20Frameworks/CCGPS_Math_K_Unit3FrameworkSE.pdf
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Common-Core/Common%20Core%20Frameworks/CCGPS_Math_K_Unit3FrameworkSE.pdf


Kindergarten Unit 2: Identify and Describe Shapes 

Initial Assessment: The Shape Parade 

 

Materials: assessment packet (shape parade vehicles, and 2/3D shape sheet, printed 

copy per student), one counting bear, recording sheet (rubric), crayons.  

 

Teacher Guidance: Teacher will read questions aloud to students and dictate if 

necessary. Students can attempt to write if they are ready.   

Part 1a: Show student the parade vehicles. Say, “Welcome to the Shape Parade! All 

of these parade vehicles are made out of shapes. Please locate (point to) and 

name the shapes you see.” 

Check off the shapes the student is able to identify (name) on the rubric sheet. If 

they misnamed a shape, indicate what the student said.  

Part 1b: Hand a counting bear to the student. Say, “I am going to tell you to put this 

bear in certain places on this sheet. Get ready to really listen. If you need me to 

repeat my directions, ask me to say it again and I will”.  

Say: “Put the bear above the bike” 

Say: “Put the bear beside the boat” 

Say: “Put the bear next to the train” 

Say: “Put the bear in front of the boat” 

Say: “Put the bear behind the bike” 

Say: “Put the bear below the boat” 

Check off the positions that the student successfully identifies on the rubric 

sheet.  Note where they placed the bear if they placed it incorrectly. 

 

 

 

 



Part 1: Shape Parade 

Train: 

 

Bike 

 

Boat 

 



Part 2: 

Say: “In the Shape Parade, you see these two shapes pictured below” 

 

2a) Say: “Can you name them for me?  

 

2b) “Tell me what you notice about these shapes that makes them similar or different.” 

               Record student response on the rubric.  

                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Part 3: 

Ask students to look at the 2D/3D shape sheet. Say: “We are going to look even 

closer at the way the shapes are made. Two dimensional and three-dimensional 

shapes are different. Please use your crayon to color in the shapes that appear 

three-dimensional (solid).”  

2D/ 3D Shape Sheet 

  



Grade K Unit 2: Identify and Describe Shapes  
Shape Parade Scoring Guide 

Rubric 

The core elements of performance required by this task are: 

 K.G.1: Describe objects in the environment using names of shapes, & 
describe the relative positions of these objects using terms such as above, 
below, beside, in front of, behind, & next to 

 K.G.2: Correctly name shapes regardless of their orientations or overall size 

 K.G.3: Identify shapes as two dimensional (lying in a plane, “flat”) or three-

dimensional (“solid”) 
 

Possible 

Points 

Points 

1a. Identifies 2-Dimensional shapes by name 

 One point for identifying at least 1 of each of the basic shapes  
Check off:  
    ☐ circle      ☐ triangle      ☐ square     ☐ rectangle     ☐ hexagon 
 

1b. Describes the relative positions of these objects  

 One point for identifying terms such as: 
Check off:  
    ☐ above    ☐ below    ☐ beside    ☐ in front of     ☐ behind     ☐ next to 

 

 

5 

 

6 

 

2a. Correctly identifies shape regardless of orientation and overall size 

 Correctly identifies both shapes as squares 

 

2b. Identifies how two similar shapes both the same shape (squares) but they are 

different because of their orientation and size  

 Possible responses include: they have the same number of sides, they 
have the same number of angles, both have 4 equal sides and they are 
different because they are different sizes and they one is “turned around” 
(rotated) 

 
Student Response 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

1 

2 

 

 

3. Differentiates between 2-Dimensional and 3-Dimensional shapes 

 2 points: Colors in all of the three-dimensional shapes (5) and no two-

dimensional shapes.  

 1 point: Colors in 2-3 three-dimensional shapes and no two-dimensional 

shapes.  

 

2 

 

 

Total Points 15  



Kindergarten Unit 2: Identify and Describe Shapes 

Final Assessment: Danny’s Dinosaur Dig 

 

Materials: assessment packet (dinosaur dig, and 2/3D shape sheet, printed copy per 

student), one counting bear, recording sheet (rubric), crayons.  

 

Teacher Guidance: Teacher will read questions aloud to students and dictate if 

necessary. Students can attempt to write if they are ready.   

Part 1: Show student the dinosaur dig. Say, “Danny went on a dig to find dinosaur 

fossils. In the box are all the shapes he found. Please point to the shapes and name 

them for me.” 

Check off the shapes the student is able to identify (name) on the rubric sheet. If 

they misnamed a shape, indicate what the student said.  

Part 1b: Hand a counting bear to the student. Say, “I am going to tell you to put this 

bear in certain places on this sheet. Get ready to really listen. If you need me to repeat 

my directions, ask me to say it again and I will”.  

Say: “Put the bear above the circle” 

Say: “Put the bear beside the triangle” 

Say: “Put the bear next to the hexagon” 

Say: “Put the bear in front of the square” 

Say: “Put the bear behind the rectangle” 

Say: “Put the bear below the circle” 

Check off the positions that the student successfully identifies on the rubric 

sheet.  Note where they placed the bear if they placed it incorrectly. 

 

 

 

 



Danny’s Dinosaur Dig 

Part 1:  

Danny found these shapes on his dig: 

 

Part 2: 

Show the student the next page. Say: “On the dinosaur dig, you see these two 

shapes.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2a. “Can you name them for me?”  

2b. “Tell me how these shapes are similar and different” 

           Record student response on the rubric 

 



Part 3: 2D/ 3D Shape Sheet 

Ask students to look at the 2D/3D shape sheet. Say: “We are going to look even 

closer at the way the shapes are made. Two dimensional and three-dimensional 

shapes are different. Please use your crayon to color in the shapes that appear 

two-dimensional (flat).” 

 



Dinosaur Dig Scoring Guide 

Grade K Unit 2: Identify and Describe Shapes (2 weeks) 
Rubric 

The core elements of performance required by this task are: 

 K.G.1: Describe objects in the environment using names of shapes, & 

describe the relative positions of these objects using terms such as above, 
below, beside, in front of, behind, & next to 

 K.G.2: Correctly name shapes regardless of their orientations or overall size 

 K.G.3: Identify shapes as two dimensional (lying in a plane, “flat”) or three-

dimensional (“solid”) 

Possible 

Points 

Points 

1a. Identifies 2-Dimensional shapes by name 

 One point for identifying at least 1 of each of the basic shapes  
Check off:  
    ☐ circle      ☐ triangle      ☐ square     ☐ rectangle     ☐ hexagon 
 

1b. Describes the relative positions of these objects  

 One point for identifying terms such as: 
Check off:  
    ☐ above    ☐ below    ☐ beside    ☐ in front of     ☐ behind     ☐ next to 

 

 

5 

 

6 

 

2.a. Correctly identifies shape regardless of orientation and overall size 

 Correctly identifies shapes as triangles 

2.b. Identifies how two shapes are the same shape despite size and orientation  

 Possible responses include, they have the same number of sides, they 
have the same number of angles, but they are “turned around” and they 
one is smaller/bigger than the other traingle 

 
Student Response 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

1 

 

1 

 

 

3. Differentiates between 2-Dimensional and 3-Dimensional shapes 

 2 points: Colors in all of the two-dimensional shapes (5) and no three-

dimensional shapes.  

 1 point: Colors in 2-3 two-dimensional shapes and no three-dimensional 

shapes. 

 

2 

 

Total Points 15  

 


